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THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY MONTH

SweetBay Groundbreaking Brings
More Developments For Midtown

Lee Akin: A Rider
Breaking
Boundaries And
Making A
Difference--------

Lee Akin was recently at the St Pete Times forum as
part of a tour.
graduate of Southwestern
by Candace K. Clarke
Oklahoma State Univer
Challenger Editor
TAMPA - Lee Akin sity, Akin holds a degree in
wants you to put aside any biology. He currently re
misconceptions you may sides on his ranch in
have about African Ameri Weatherford, Okla., about
cans joining the bull riding 70 miles outside of Okla
circuit - like the notion that homa City.
This has pretty much
it’s not a sport "meant for
been
my whole life, he
us,"
says.
"Bull
riding has been
Akin’s passion for the
sport is undeniable. Over my life."
Over the years, Akin
the last few years, this
has
received
a fair amount
rider’sinjuries have includ
ed a broken eye socket and of publicity, including be
needing seven-hour recon ing named "Oklahoma’s

structive surgery on his
shoulder, a common body
part that gets beat up in the
course of things. Believe it
or not, he doesn’t have
plans to quit anytime soon.
A professional bull
rider for the last ten years,
it is a life that Akin readily
embraces. Growing up as a
child of the foster care sys
tem, it was his aunt, as he
moved to the Midwest,
who introduced him to bar
rel racing at the age of 12.
She would later adopt him
- it’s she whom he calls

"mom."
By 16, he rode his first
bull, and went on to ride in
high school and college. A

most eligible bachelor in
Cosmopolitan magazine,
an appearance on the MTV
series "Made," and an up
coming feature in Essence.
Akin was recently in
town for the Professional
Bull Riders (PBR) big
competition, the Built Ford
Tough Series (BFTS) tour,
which recently made a stop
at the .St. Pete Times
Forum. With 45 riders tak
ing part in the competition,
the 31-year-old milled
around with the rest of the
guys, seemingly calm as
they awaited their turns.

Akin
continued on pg. 4
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bv Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG It took an investment of
nearly $2 million in public
funds, but the groundbreak
ing for a chain grocery
store in Midtown took
place last Thursday, and by
fall corporate Europe will
start taking home the prof
its from the bacon that
shoppers buy.
Under a hot February
sun, approximately 300
people gathered to listen to
a stage full of speakers, and
then watched a ceremonial
groundbreaking. Construc
tion will start March 1 with
an expected grand opening
of the SweetBay grocery
store in 10 months.
When the 38,000square feet supermarket
opens, elderly residents or
residents without their own
cars will have easy access
to an increased selection of
produde, meat and gro
ceries at lower prices with
in their own neighborhood.

aavbec

i and private enterprise all join Mayor
angerine Plaza Shopping Center in
etbay. Tangerine Plaza is due to open
15.
all owned Indonesia.
and Ha
For the groundbreaking
known as
by Foe
a that is in ceremony last Thursday,
Delhaiz
e Delhaize the now vacant lot at the
turn ow
ium food northeast comer of 18th
Group,
orted total Ave. S. and 22nd St. was
retailer,
1.8
billion transformed to an upscale
sales o:
rom 2,565 venue with open tents over
EURO
stores around the world. tables of food, drink and
Other countries include
SweetBay
Greece, the Czech Repubcontinued on pg. 4
1 lie, Slovakia, Romania and

Community leaders, City Council i
Rick Baker in breaking ground
Midtown St. Petersburg, anchoret
Right now, residents
only have small markets
with limited choices of
food items at high prices or
a Winn Dixie on the far
northern edge of Midtown,
an area that encompasses
five-and-a-half miles.
SweetBay is the new
name for Kash n’ Karry,
and that chain along with
Bloom, Hannaford Bros

Honors Community

Leaders With First Annual Perkins
T. Shelton Humanitarian Award—
IB

IB

s

66

► Waited I

Mittie Pounds and Lonnie Donaldson were recognized for their tireless efforts in the community. Pounds has
worked with the NAACP and AAVREC. Donaldson, pictured on the right, is seen receiving his award from
XAVREC chair Vyrle Davis. Donaldson is known for his work with the NAACP, the Black Chamber of
Commerce and the Florida Democratic Party.
photos by Rassi
democrat
for
the county
community through his arrived in 1970 from Chi
by Linda Young
work in various positions cago as a Bill Dawson commission.
Challenger Correspondent
County Commissioner
ST. PETERSBURG - with the NAACP, the Black democrat and "hit the
Ken Welch credited Per
Have you ever met a hu Chamber of Commerce and ground running," Haynes
kins with opening the way
manitarian - someone like the Florida Democratic said.
Haynes told the audi for his political future. He
Mother Teresa of Calcutta - Party.
Pounds received the ence that he and Perkins said he owed "a debt of
or have you met a real live
first annual Perkins T. Shel spoke every day for 30 gratitude to AAVREC" for
hero?
getting out the vote to cre
You have if you know ton Unsung Hero Award for years and got to know ev
ate single member districts.
Lonnie W. Donaldson or her persistent community erything about each other.
Welch said that with
volunteer work with the He called Perkins "a man
Mittie Pounds.
proposed
cuts to the social
with deep integrity who
The African American NAACP and AAVREC.
safety
network
that educa
Voters Research and Edu - Vyrle Davis, the tire hated injustice." When he
tion was crucial. He called
cation Committee (AAV less chair of AAVREC, lpld was off to fight an injustice,
fixing the education system
REC) honored these indi the audience that once the if he couldn’t find someone
crucial and that it "was
viduals with new awards group decided to create the to join him, he went alone.
Perkins fought dogged criminal" for the system to
named in memory of polit- new awards, the question
allow so many African
. ical activist Perkins T. of who would receive them ly for single member dis
American males to fail to
Shelton. They received first was easy to decide. tricts throughout the state
graduate high school. The
them last Thursday in a Davis said that as soon as of Florida that enabled
issues that affect the com
meeting at the Enoch Davis their names were men many African Americans to
tioned, the decision to gain elected office. Haynes munity make it important
Center.
to "make sure our voices
Donaldson received the choose them as the first re said that electing qualified
black representatives to po are heard," he said.
first annual Perkins T. cipients was unanimous.
AAVREC
member litical offices was so crucial Along with education, the
Shelton
Humanitarian
Award for his untiring ser Watson Haynes said that that he put aside political
AAVREC
vice to the community. He Perkins believed his "work party differences to support
continued on pg. 5
gave this service to the was never done." Perkins Welch when he ran as a

Malcolm X’s Family
Aims To Preserve
Legacy-----------------

Kl *

Malcolm X is one of the most influential figures of
the civil rights movement - a man that evoked both
fear and pride.
definition.
by Madison J. Gray
The son of a preacher
Associated Press Writer
NEW YORK - He was who was killed after being
one of the most charismat threatened by the Ku Klux
ic figures in the civil rights Kian, Malcolm Little was
movement and also one of arrested for robbery in
its most feared', a former 1946 and spent six years in
convict who abandoned his prison. He emerged as' a
"slavemaster name," ener fiery Nation of Islam min
gized the Nation of Islam ister with a new name and a
and met a violent end at 39. message that blacks should
Four decades after his cast off white oppression
death, Malcolm X has in "by any means necessary."
spired another movement He propelled the Na
one aimed at re-examining tion of Islam from a 500and preserving his legacy.
member sect into a politi
Leading the way are cal and religious organiza
Malcolm X’s daughters, tion with 30,000 members
who want to convince peo by 1963. His messages of
ple he was a champion of black empowerment and
human rights and are con self-sufficiency made him
verting the Audubon Ball an icon to blacks and oth
room in upper Manhattan - ers around the world.
In 1964, he split from
the scene of his assassina
the
Nation of Islam, and
tion on Feb. 21,1965 - into
a history center that would after an Islamic pilgrimage
catalogue his life and work. to Mecca where he wor
"It's our responsibility shipped alongside Muslims
to make sure that we do of all colors, he renounced
preserve and document our racial separatism. His new
history to empower future direction angered some
generations," said Ilyasah Black Muslims - and led to
Shabazz, the third of six his murder during a speech
daughters bom to Malcolm at the Audubon Ballroom.
The ballroom’s new
X and wife Betty Shabazz.
On Monday, the Audubon center will house a multiwas the site of a commem media environment con
orative event on the taining documents about
anniversary of Malcolm Malcolm X’s life, including
X’s death. The official memoirs, notes, speeches
opening of the Malcolm X and other personal items

and Dr. Betty Shabazz
Memorial and Education
Center at the Audubon is
slated for May 19, on what
would have been his 80th
birthday.
His life has defied easy

rescued by his family and
now
held
by
the
Schomburg Center for Re
search in Black Culture.

Malcolm X
continued on pg. 9

Pinellas County Ilfban
league oilers to pay your
electric bill!
see page 6
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
A knowledge of
history brings a feeling
of fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it

by Sean Lewis
In today’s society,
there are multitudes of
Afro-Americans that grew
up in the turbulent 60’s and
discovered success in a
world that was blind to the
fact that our people could
indeed make positive con
tributions to our society.
This generation of AfroAmericans grew up in a
time in which their efforts
of brightening their futures
were supported by their
communities, and conde
mned by every avenue of a
biased American society.
During this tumultuous
time, the support that the
Afro-Americans of that era
received from their com
munities outweighed the
negative forces of our op
pressors at that time.
Presently, Afro-Ameri
cans are not only battling
the forces of our oppres
sors, but we are also faced
with a new enigma. Cur-

Continental United States, Hawaii,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
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reading enjoyment of
both the young and old
generations.

rently, we are struggling
with the negative influ
ences that are being handed
out from within the ranks
of our race. Due to many
disturbing factors, many of
our youth are being misled
and are becoming blind to
the qualifications required
to make success for them-,
selves in today’s society.
We have always strug
gled to identify ourselves
and prove our independ
ence here in America. This
voyage has left many of our
brethren confused about
their own identity and
where they stand here in
this country. Without the
struggles of the past, many
of us do not have the same
passions for success that
ran deep inside the souls of
our predecessors.
In the turbulent 60’-s,
our people understood the
keys to achieving equality
amongst the races. Our pre
decessors understood that

education is the gateway to
victory in our quest for an
equal playing field. We
must use hindsight and
continue to fervently ac
quire the skills needed to
enable us to successfully
play the game of life here
in America, and still harbor
the ability to transcend our
race to the level of equality
that we have been seeking
for centuries.
Success in our con
quest for equality involves
many key factors. First and
foremost, we must abide by
every law bestowed upon
us by our Heavenly Father
(God). Then we must truly
learn how to not only love
ourselves, but also our
neighbors. Secondly, we
must become familiar with
the tools for success (i.e.
credit, money manage-*
ment, quality education)
that have enabled our coun
terparts the ability to secure
their futures. In order for us

to kick down the doors of
inequality off of its hinges,
Afro-Americans as a whole
must begin to strengthen
the bonds within our com
munities and begin to ac
cept the responsibilities
that are associated with
success.
In order for this to hap
pen, the triumphs of our
forefathers must become
common knowledge and
used as a road map for our
present day struggle. The
conquests of our predeces
sors must constantly be in
the minds and souls of our
people. Once the knowl
edge of our past is unleash
ed, we will see the positive
effects of a race of people
who are not only confident
in themselves, but also con
fident in what their future
holds,
Afro-Americans must
begin to examine every as
pect of our glorious history.
Neglecting our past has

been problematic and is
surely going to be detri
mental to our present day
generation. Our history in
cludes more than the mere
existence as slaves, but in
cludes the birth of this
country because of the en
slavement of our race. Our
history includes the brave
soldiers of African descent
that fought for the freedom
of this country and are con
tinually fighting to allow
every American (no matter
their race) the ability to
pursue their dreams. Our
history not only includes
the struggle and pain of a
race of people that endured
the degrading actions of an
immoral unequal society,
but also includes the in
sight, sacrifices and deter
mination of a race that was
able to not only change
their standing in this coun
try, but also simultaneously
change the essence of
America.

The awakening of the
minds of Afro-Americans
will give us the focus nec
essary to further achieve
our goal of pure equality,
under the strenuous pres
sure that is placed upon us

here in America.
Studying our history
will bring out the vast
storehouse of knowledge
and wisdom of forefathers,
into the fight for all to see.
Our prestigious race has
accumulated
numerous
feats of outstanding accom
plishments that have influ
enced the everyday lives of
the citizens in this world
ever since our creation.
Once we continually pe
ruse through our history,
we will be able to destroy
the stumbling blocks set
forth to impede our pro
gress in this country.
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a territory, a village, a out a form of memory.
district, or a nation. To To be without history
live without history is is to live without roots
likened to living with or a past, with the

Marian Wright
Edelman

by Marian Wright Edelman
Tax time can be very
confusing for many fami
lies. Many Americans as
sume commercial tax
preparation might be a
good idea to help make this
task easier. Unfortunately,
some families who can
least afford to give up any
extra income are being
taken advantage of by the
very services they've turned
to for help. Commercial
tax preparation services are
concentrated in low-income neighborhoods, and
they are preying on lowincome families with en
ticements like refund antic
ipation loans.

Refund anticipation
loans, or RALs, are short-

term, high-interest loans
made by tax preparers
against the expected value
of someone's tax return.
They're marketed under
names like "Fast Money,"
"Instant Money," "Money
Now," and "Rapid Re
fund," and they promise a
quick way to get any ex
pected refund money.
Instead, these loans really
allow preparers to charge
exorbitant fees and interest
charges for refund pay
ments taxpayers could have
received quickly anyway.

After fees and finance
charges are deducted, the
loans are issued within two
days. But on average, it
only takes the IRS 10 days
to process an electronical
ly-filed return and electron
ically deposit the refund
into the taxpayer's bank
account-without the expen
sive middleman.
Most
families have no idea how
short this turn-around time
is, and the tax preparers
aren't telling them. Large
firms like H&R Block and
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
Inc. and many smaller busi
nesses and shops are all
marketing these kinds of
loans to working families
already struggling to make
ends meet.

Over 12 million of
these loans were made dur-

ing the 2002 tax year. Outrageous annual percentage
rates ranged from 70%700%. The Earned Income
Tax. Credit (EITC), which
offsets the disproportionate
impact of certain taxes on
low-income workers, bene
fited nearly 21 million lowincome workers with fami
lies last year. In many
cases it boosted incomes
enough to lift them out of
poverty but many of them
were the same families
whose refunds were target
ed by these unfair loans.
The Children's Defense
Fund's studies of how
RALs are marketed to lowincome taxpayers reveals
that during the 2002 tax
year, one in three EITC
recipients took out these
loans. The highest num
bers of RALs are in neigh
borhoods with the greatest
number of poor residents.
In New York, for example,
we found that low-income
taxpayers made up more
than three-quarters of the
requests for these loans.
These are the families who
ordinarily use every dollar
of their refunds to pay for
basic needs. Yet tax pre
parers are taking advantage

of their urgent needs and
desire to receive their tax
refunds as quickly as possi

ble.

According to the IRS
national taxpayer advocate,
there are 1.2 million known
commercial tax return pre
parers. Between 300,000
and 600,000 of them aren't
regulated by anyone. Tax
preparation now occurs in
pawn shops, furniture rent
al stores, check-cashing
and convenience stores,
and car dealerships. Often
the refund is applied to the
purchase price of merchan
dise. We want working
families who simply wish
to file their paperwork and
keep more of their refunds
without paying extra fees
to know there are other
choices.

Sharon is a. 28-year-old
single mother who works
full time as a home health
aide in New York City. She
earns about $20,000 a year,
and with two growing sons
to support, every dollar
counts. During a past visit
to a commercial tax prepar
er, she paid over $100 to
have her taxes prepared and
another $250 to take out a
loan to get her refund back
faster. After subtracting the
$350 in fees, Sharon got
back almost 18 percent less
than her $2,000 tax refund.
Last year, Sharon's
labor union sent out infor
mation about free tax
preparation sites in her

neighborhood. She decid
ed to give it a try and found
"it was wonderful!" She
got back almost $6,000 in
her tax refund and didn't
have to pay anything to get
her taxes prepared. "The
extra money that I received
will help pay my bills," she
said. She will also put
some aside in her savings
for a down payment on a
house.

CDF will be helping
thousands of families like
Sharon's across the country
claim-and keep-their tax
credits this season by par
ticipating in the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program. This pro
gram, created and support
ed by the IRS, trains volun
teers to work at sites like
the one Sharon visited and
help low-income families
receive the tax refunds they
have earned. The VITA
program provides free tax
preparation to help families
collect their refunds and
claim the EITC and other
valuable tax credits like the
Child Tax Credit-without
the high fees of commer
cial preparers. VITA serv
ices are offered at commu
nity centers, libraries,
schools, shopping malls
and other convenient loca
tions. For taxpayers who

paperwork and want to
avoid paying unnecessary
preparation fees, VITA
services can be a terrific
solution.
We need to increase
funding and support for
free tax assistance sites and
programs like VITA. We
also need to expand access
to free bank accounts so
low-income taxpayers can
e-file and use direct deposit
without having to apply for
refund anticipation loans.
Finally, we need to require

more regulation and over
sight of these loans and
more disclosure on these
loans upfront, so that tax
payers will know they are
loans, will understand all of
the fees involved, and will
know there are fast, free
alternatives.

(For more information,
visit CDF's Web site at

www.childrensdefense.org)
Marian Wright Edelman
is President and Founder of
the Children's Defense Fund
and its Action Council whose
Leave No Child Behind" mis
sion is to ensure every child a
Healthy Start, a Head Start, a
Fair Start, a Safe Start, and a
Moral Start in life and suc
cessful passage to adulthood
with the help of caring fami
lies and communities.

need help filling out tax
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
‘SCAT Celebrates Downtown’ With The
Opening Of New Transfer Station----------------SARASOTA - City
and county officials will
hold a public celebration
Feb. 28 at 3 p.m. to com
memorate the opening of
the
much-anticipated
Downtown
Transfer
Station at 1565 First St. in
Sarasota.
Representatives from
the Downtown Partnership,
Main Street Merchants
Association,
Sarasota
County Citizens Advisory
Committee for Public
Transportation,
Independent Restaurant
Association,
Farmers
Market
and
Sarasota
County Arts Council will
be on hand at the opening
ceremony
as
"SCAT
Celebrates Downtown."
Everyone who attends the
event will receive a free
Sarasota County Area
Transit (SCAT) pass.
The new station, which

will become operational on
Saturday, March 5, is a sig
nificant step in the county’s
plans to provide improved
and enhanced public trans
portation facilities to riders
from
south
Sarasota
County to Palmetto. It fol
lows the completion of two
other major SCAT hubs:
the rehabilitated historic
Venice Train Depot in
October 2003; and a new
facility at the Sarasota
Pavilion shopping center,
formerly Gulf Gate Mall,
in May of the same year. In
addition to acting as a con
nection point for Routes 3,
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15 and
17, the Downtown Transfer
Station will serve the new
regional Route 99, which
provides . direct service
between Sarasota and
Manatee counties on the
Tamiami Trail.
The station is a perma

nent alternative to the offstreet SCAT transfer point
that was located on Lemon
Avenue at Second Street
for more than two decades.
It represents a major
improvement over the pre
vious site, which was not
covered and had no public
restrooms. Riders used to
wait along the curb while
buses double parked in the
street. Then in May 2003,
the transfer point moved to
Selby Public Library to
make room for construc
tion of the Whole Foods
Market Centre.
The new transfer sta
tion began construction in
October 2004 and extends
the length of a city block,
from First Street to Second
Street, just west of City
Hall. It can accommodate
seven buses at one time,
and includes public rest
rooms, a lounge for drivers,

water fountains, an office
and ticketing center and
larger bays with expanded
seating to afford riders pro
tection from the weather. A
private firm will provide
security 12 hours a day, and
the City of Sarasota will
police the area all other
times.
Officials expect 3,000
people a day will use the
new facility. The $3.3 mil
lion project was funded
through a Florida Depart
ment of Transportation
grant and supervised by
Sarasota County Public
Works.
Award-winning archi
tects Samuel C. Holladay
and Dale S. Parks, of
Siebert
Architects,
designed the structure to
blend elements of the
Sarasota
School
of
Architecture with the prin
ciples of New Urbanism.

According to Parks, "The
transfer facility is compli
mentary to the architectural
heritage of Sarasota City
Hall, a symbol of the clean
aesthetic, clarity of struc
ture, simplicity of function,
and honest use of materials
which are primary ele
ments of the renowned
Sarasota
School
of
Architecture."
The finished product,
constructed
by
D.E.
Murphy. Construction Inc.,
features
contemporary
bench seating, broad steel
trusses, glass block and
tiles in aqua hues.
During the celebration,
light refreshments will be
served. Parking will be
available at the public lot
adjacent to Whole Foods
Market Centre.
Access Sarasota TV-19
plans to televise the event
live. Access Sarasota TV-

County Schedules March
Public Workshops For
Comprehensive Plan Update —
Sarasota County urges
the public to become in
volved in the updating of
its Comprehensive Plan by
attending
workshops
scheduled for March. The
schedule is listed below.
Every seven years,
Sarasota County reviews
its Comprehensive Plan to
identify and respond to
changing trends and condi
tions in the community, as
well as changing state and
regional growth manage
ment policies. The process
results in Florida Depart
ment of Community Affairs-approved
amend
ments that keep the plan
aligned with community

19 is available to Comcast
Cablevision subscribers on
Channel 19 or at the coun

values and visions. The
review process includes
public input on a variety of
issues from growth to
neighborhood planning to
water policies and other
issues that define the quali
ty of life in Sarasota
County.
Housing for All:
Housing Opportunities
for Sarasota County, 6-8
p.m., Tuesday, March 1,
Fruitville Library Meeting
Room, 100 Cobum Road.,
Sarasota.
Safeguarding the En
vironment, 6-8 p.m.,
Tuesday, March 8, Fruit
ville Library Meeting
Room, 100 Cobum Road.,

ty‘s
Web
site:
www.scgov.net.
For more information,

Sarasota.
What is Urban?
Residential Growth in
South Sarasota County,
6-8 p.m., Tuesday, March
15.
Land

Use:

Where

Do

We Work and Shop? 6-8
p.m., Tuesday, March 22,
Fruitville Library Meeting
Room, 100 Cobum Road.,
Sarasota.
Land Use: How Do
We Redevelop? and Parks
and Rec: Plan Today to
Play Tomorrow 6-8 p.m.,
Tuesday,
March
29,
Fruitville Library Meeting
Room, 100 Coburn* Road.,
Sarasota.

contact Sarasota County
Public Works at (941) 8610871.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Sigma Sorority To
Celebrate Women’s History
Month---------------- ------------------ST. PETERSBURG Sorors of the St. Petersburg

Alumnae Chapter of Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.
are busy making plans for
the celebration of Women’s
History Month that will
take place on Saturday,
March 12 at the Holiday
Inn SunSpree Resort (6800
Sunshine Skyway Lane).
The Footprints Service
Awards Brunch is a public
recognition and awards
presentation to selected
women in the area who are
making history through
their notable contributions
to society. These women,
through dedicated and
unselfish service, are hon
orees who epitomize the
motto of the sorority,
"Greater Service, Greater

Progress." There will also
be a posthumous recogni
tion of women who paved
the way and are no longer
with us, yet we continue to
reap the benefits of their
labor. "Lives of great men
all remind us, we can make
our lives sublime, and
departing leave behind us,
footprints on the sands of
time."
The theme for this
observance is "Women In
spiring Hope and Possi
bilities." The speaker for
the occasion is Dr. Gloria
East, and outstanding edu

ers comes back into our
own. Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc. salutes and
celebrates all women who
represent this theme year
round through their life,
love, leadership relations
and the steady outpouring
of self. We count each of
our sisters among them.
Please plan to join the
organization in this cele
bration at the Holiday Inn
SunSpree at 10 a.m. on
March 12.
For tickets and infor

cator and professional
writer who believes that
there is a destiny that
makes us "sisters." None
goes her way alone, all that
we send in the lives of oth

mation, you may contact
G. McNeil at (727) 8678746, L. McGarrah at
(727)
581-2604,
T.
Williams at (727) 8668963, or M. McGarrah at
(727) 823-5085.

“The friendliness
of the residents and
associates makes THE

Fountains feel like
home instantly.”

Greg Bush

G

reg Bush, retired Fire Chief of St. Pete, (left to right), and Bud

Kathan, Air Force veteran share a common interest of surfing the

web in the computer lab at

THE FOUNTAINS AT BOCA ClEGA BAY,

from emailing friends to checking out current events around the world.

Call or stop by our community today and enjoy a complimentary lunch.

Pick up your free 2005 Artists in Residence calendar.

^T
he Fountains
i
AT BOCA CIEGA BAY
1-877-767-8558 (toll-free)
Retirement Living • Assisted Living • Alzheimer’s Care
Skilled Nursing Care available on site.
1255 Pasadena Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33707
www.thefountains.com

NP-WCQ21705 S&i

Gibbs High School
Celebrate African
Students Perform
American History Month At
Annual Black History
Cultural Park-----Month Celebration----- Pinewood
PINELLAS COUNTY

TAMPA BAY - On
Feb. 24 and 25, at 7 p.m.
the Gibbs Gladiator Gos
pel Choir, under the direc
tion of Dr. Cody Clark,
Will perform "Escorting
Elizabeth: The Little Rock
Nine." This is a tribute to
the struggles and triumphs
of nine students who
sought to integrate Little
Rock Central High School

in Arkansas, back in Sep
tember 1957.
The shows will take
place at the main auditori
um of Boca Ciega High
School (924 58th St. S.,
Gulfport). A donation of
$10 will be asked for at the
door. For more informa
tion, please contact Gibbs
High School at (727) 8935452.

Museum Of History
Has Gibbs High
School On Exhibit ST. PETERSBURG "Pieces of the Past - A
Tribute to Gibbs Senior
High School Admini
stration and Staff' is now
on exhibit at the St.
Petersburg Museum of
History in honor of African
American Heritage Month.
The exhibit has been creat
ed by Minson R. Rubin,
graduate of Gibbs High
School and a Pinellas
County teacher for 33
years. Rubin’s exhibit is "a
way to show respect, grati
tude and recognition to the
strong will and character of
the Gibbs Senior High
School administration, fac
ulty and staff from its
inception in 1927 to 1968."
"During segregation
unequal pay, unequal facil
ities, dilapidated instruc
tion books and lack of lab
equipment for negro or
colored teachers were
prevalent in the 1930s
through the 1960s. For
teachers at Gibbs High

School, there was a strong
sense of belonging and
tremendous dedication to
the school, community and
church during these condi
tions of inequality. They
were successful in instruct
ing students and that torch
of success was passed year
after year - even to the
present Gibbs faculty, staff
and administration."
On Sunday, Feb. 27,
there will be a reception
for Gibbs High School
graduates and faculty,
both active and retired,
at 3 p.m. at the Museum.
Interested guests should
RSVP to (727) 894-1052,
ext. 200. There is no
charge to attend the re
ception. The St. Peters
burg Museum of History is
located at 335 Second
Avenue NE on the Pier.
Admission is $7 for adults,
$5 for seniors and college
students, $3 for children
ages 7-17 and free for
children under 6.

— History, culture, enter
tainment and the arts - a
full day's worth of fun is
waiting at the Sixth Annual
Florida African American
Heritage Celebration!
The Sixth Annual

Florida African American
Heritage Celebration takes
place Saturday, Feb. 26
from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
at Pinewood Cultural Park
on Walsingham Road in
Largo. Pinewood Cultural
Park is home to Heritage
Village, the Gulf Coast
Museum of Art and the
Florida Botanical Gardens.
For more information, call
(727) 588-6342 or visit the
event's Web page at
w w w.pinellascounty. org/u
nity.htm.
Popular music from
performers such as the On
Que
Players,
Pocket
Change, Gumbi Ortiz and
Blind Willie and Allan
Moffat will entertain the
crowds. Gospel perform
ances will be featured from
Belinda Womack and more
than a dozen local congre
gations. The Dondu Dole
and Cold Joon Dance
troupes will be featured in
performances throughout
the day. Look for music
from youth groups state
wide on the Hip Hop Step
Show stage, as performers

compete for prizes cour
tesy of Taco Bell.
It’s all FREE-presented
by the Pinellas County
African American History
Museum and the Pinellas
County Board of County
Commissioners.
Free
parking is available just off
119th Street. Shuttle buses
will run from 10 a.m. to
5:45 p.m. from this loca
tion to the celebration en
trance in front of the Gulf
Coast Museum of Art.
A special thanks goes
to this year's sponsors: The
Pinellas County Board of
County Commissioners;
Pinellas County School
Board; the St. Petersburg
limes; Bright House Net
works; Washington Mutu
al; Taco Bell; St. Peters
burg - Clearwater Area

Convention and Visitors
Bureau; City of Clear
water; WSJT - Smooth
Jazz 94.1 FM; and the
Florida Arts Council.
Sponsors also include:
Allstate Insurance; Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. Omicron Beta Lambda
Chapter; Alpha Kappa Al
pha Sorority Inc. - Nu Beta
Omega Chapter; Foster
Lovett, CPA; J. P. Morgan Chase;
RBC
Dain
Rauscher; Publix Super
market Charities, Pinellas
County Historical Society;
Progress Energy; Auto
Nation; City of Largo; City
of St. Petersburg; the Pi
nellas County Health De
partment; and the Pinellas
County African American
History Museum Inc.

Need Money For College?
Vl/le Can Help!

The Kingly Law According to the
Scriptures

“For the word of God is alive and exerts power,
and is sharper than any two-edged sword, and
pierces even to the dividing of sowl and spirit, and
of joints and their marrow, and is able to discern
thoughts and intentions of the heart."
— Hebrew 4:12

Belinda Womack

EDUCATED FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
1

1

at (727) 865-3688

1-877-977-3374, ext. 104 or

105

Linda Mobley
President
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SweetBay CEO Shelley Broader on bulldozer.

The groundbreaking brought out a lot of interested residents throughout the Midtown community.
photos by Linda Young

SweetBay
from front page
gifts. A portable stage
filled with government
officials, developers and
SweetBay executives faced
an audience dressed prima
rily in dark suits, behind
them were two yellow bull
dozers.
Deputy Mayor Goliath
"Go" Davis said that the
effort to attract a full serv
ice grocer to the economi
cally disadvantaged south

side area had started nearly
10 years earlier. Davis
thanked a long list of peo
ple for their help, including

Akins
from front page

they awaited their turns.
Currently, Akin is the only
African American in this
Wrangler-sponsored tour,
which travels 31 U.S. cities
each season. To put this in
perspective, there are over

members of area neighbor
hood associations, and
Mayor Rick Baker.
Baker has emphasized
his vision of a seamless
city in which residents of
every area have equal
access to the same services.
He said that with the
SweetBay grocery, the
Johnson Branch Library,
and soon to open retail post
office leaves only a bank
on the major wish list of
items that Midtown resi
dents originally told him
they wanted. Baker said
they expect that soon and
want to bring other busi
nesses including a gas sta

700 members in the PBR
around the world.
In the last year, he fin
ished with earning of
$48,000, ranked 38th. Al
though his 2004 season
started out promising with
a win at the PBR Built Ford
Touch Series stop in Guth
rie, Okla;, he was out for

Helping Preserve

Financial Security
During Uncertain Times

■More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.
The Prudential Insurance Company
of America
Roy James - Premier Agent

4100 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-4137

Prudential

Financial

Crowing and Protecting Your Wealth'

Prudential Financial is a registered service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of
America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates.
IFS-A068097 Ed. 08/2003

tion.
The
grocery
also.
brings about 200 jobs that
SweetBay plans to fill with
residents from the commu
nity. President and CEO
Shelley Broader said that to
be "successful we need to
be woven into the fabric of
this community."
Before mounting a
bulldozer to lift and turn
earth Broader handed out
checks for a total of
$13,500 in grants to three
organizations within the
community.
However, grants and
talk of economic develop

ment did not satisfy every
one. A dozen members of
the group International
People’s Democratic Uhuru Movement circled the
crowd carrying signs to
protest the development.
Member
Cassandra
Floyd said that true eco
nomic development "is not
a white corporation coming
into the middle of the hood
and opening a chain gro
cery store."
Floyd said the problem
is that when residents shop
at a chain grocery it trans
fers money from within the
community to that corpora

the next 11 competitions
because of a need for hip
surgery during mid-season.
With nearly 20 champi
onship titles under his belt,
his career earnings have
bought him over $250,000.
It’s known as the "toughest
sport bn dirt," one that
tours with its own sports
medicine team. The guys
get busted and bruised up,
with broken ribs, hips and
everything else, and they
still keep coming back to
the sport they love. With
these athletes, it’s not about
the money, but about ah
unnerving sense of dedica
tion.
All the riders stand at
about 5’10,” an average of
170 pounds. They seem to
be a pretty easy going,
tight-knit group. Perhaps
straddling an animal that
can way an average of 1700
to 1800 pounds, risking
your life and taking bn
countless injuries of broken
bones and bruises for eight
seconds of glory has a way
of building camaraderie.
The bull is our compe
tition, said Akin, when
asked if there was tension
between himself and any of
his fellow riders. Racism
between him and the riders
isn’t an issue, he says.
Although Akin talks of
friendly competition, the
pressure is on to do well as
a member of the PBR. As
their
website
(PRBhow.com), states, "A
BFTS rider must win
enough money to maintain

his ranking among the top
45 bull riders or he risks
being replaced by a rider
who earns more money in
the PBR's Challenger
Tour."
Those
riders

advance for a chance at the
Built PBR competition
qualify to the BFTS season
finale, the World Finals in
Las Vegas. Last year’s PBR
World Champion, Mike
Lee, was rewarded a $1
million for his win.
Standing above the rat
tling bull cages on a scaf
folding as the competition
got underway, we talked
about Lee’s passion for the
sport. Dressed in the stan
dard cowboy hat, chaps
with fringes and longsleeve button up shirt, Akin
was just one of the guys,
talking about the passion
he and the others had for
the sport.
"When you’re riding at
your best, you’re able to
just react to what the bull
does:. I don’t try to force
anything, but just react..."
Riding has nothing to
do with strength - it’s not
about just the forearms or
upper body, he explains,
although being in shape
does help cut down on
injuries. His preparation
before games includes
stretching and just trying to
stay loose. The key to han
dling the bull and pulling
out a good competition is
to stay relaxed, he adds.
"It’s about flexibility, not
strength," states Akin. "I
work out," he says, "but at

tion outside the Communi

tyMember Gaida Kambon said that the primary
objection was to call giving
money to a corporation to
bring primarily low-paying
jobs into the community
economic development.
Kambon said, "Economic
development transforms
the individual not the com
munity."

She said the store
would only take resources,
in the form of money but of
the community to help
business earn money and
stated that speakers should

this point I’ve been to so
many [competitions] where
I just go into auto mode."
Surprisingly, nerves
aren’t really a problem for
him before a ride - or at
least he tries to not let them
affect him too much.
"When you’re riding at
your best, you’re able to
just react to what the bull
does. I don’t try to force
anything, but just react..."
The fans seem just as
dedicated and passionate
about the sport as its com
petitors. According to the
PBR website, virtually
every stop on the BFTS
tour has been sold-out,
including a record breaking
33,000 fans in Atlanta's
Georgia Dome for the
Atlanta invitational. A
spectacular pyrotechnic
opening revved up the
crowd, as the competition
began, but the thrill of see
ing favorite their riders get
whipped about and take on
fiercely bucking bulls, with

call it business develop
ment instead of calling it
economic development.
Furthermore,
she
blames current economic
development for gentrify
ing the area, which she said
was driving housing prices
up beyond what Midtown
residents could afford and
forcing them out and she
did not believe that low
wages at SweetBay would
help residents any more
than the Dome project had.
She also said that the near
by vendor who sold collard
greens would be driven out
by the competition.

Motioning
at
the
crowd, she said that there
were not many people from
the Midtown community at
the event.
Davis acknowledged
the problems and said that
although the store was not
the perfect answer that you
"have to have a starting
plan" and this was it. He
also said that while the per
centage of African Ameri
cans was declining in Midtown, it was increasing
elsewhere and that integrat
ing the city was good.
As people began to
leave crews took away the

portable stage and began
dismantling the tents and
the construction crew
began loading the bulldoz
ers onto flat bed trucks. A
grey haired woman in a
worn floral dress and slip
pers walked east on 18 th
Avenue across 22nd Street.
She continued east, past the
activity on the Tangerine
Plaza lot, past a TV satel
lite truck with antennae
extended 30 feet into the
air. She never looked.

names like "Kid Rock and
"Here Kitty Kitty" kept the
audience entertained well
past the two hour mark.
We do have some of the
best fans, Akin boasted.
With sponsors that Ex
press Ranches, Acme
Boots and Wrangler, Akin,
a devoted Christian, enjoys
being a role model, particu
larly for the African Amer
ican community. Under an
other sponsor, TheraSeed,
Akin signed up earlier this
year to speak about
prostate caiicer awareness
in the African American
community. Under the
Theragenics Corporation,
TheraSeed is a type of
brachytherapy "seeding"
device for prostate cancer
treatment. The company
recognized that bull riding
is one of the fastest grow
ing spectator sports, and
hopes this’ campaign will
reach the segment it needs

to.

vocational
training,
enrolling at-risk children in
schools, and hosting semi
nars on HTV/AIDS preven
tion and drug abuse.
He hopes his efforts
can make an impact. As the
lone African American on
the pro tour, he knows he
has a chance to make peo
ple take notice.. "I think
that’s one of the reason’s
God has blessed me with
this talent," he says. "I
think it’s my job to let other
black kids know that they
can get into this sport if
they want to. If you have a
dream and you’re willing to
work hard at it, you can do
anything you want to do."

As a part of "Team
TheraSeed," he, along with
fellow rider Owen Wash
burn; wears shirts and pro
tective vests with a spe
cially designed blue ribbon
and during each of rides
throughout the 2005 PBR
season.
"Being part of this
awareness campaign is
especially important to
me,". Akin said. "AfricanAmerican men are at a
higher risk of developing
prostate cancer and it often
strikes at an earlier age. I
hope I can make a differ
ence in someone's quality
of life through my work..."
he added.
In addition to this, Lee
also serves on the Advisory
Board of the Ghana Foun
dation, an organization
aimed at improving the life
of youth in Ghana. Its proj
ects include .providing
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Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGN!

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:
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Carla's Hair Affair
321-6802
Today's Hair
323-9445
Angela's Hair Safari
323-4840
C & C Hair DESlGN
447-3090

Total Perfection
321-5545

L'orkel's Hair Design
327-3354
Robert's Hair Salon
866-7070

—

Za-Lavar's
321-1930
Center Stage Unisex Salon
327-4074
A Precious Touch
321- 8146
Meme's Beauty
322- 1712
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Rep. Frank Peterman Jr.
Announces Run For State

More Voices, More Choices Career Forum
"Discovering the Possibilities"--------------A Showcase of Non-Traditional Careers
ST PETERSBURG Accolades to the members
of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority for their dynamic
workshop given on Jan. 22
at PTEC for the youth of
our community. Boys and
girls from grades 8-12
came away with new hope
and new information for
equipping them for life and
employment in successful
careers.
Dr. Yvonne Williams
was the main speaker. She
told them that to have
power you must have
knowledge. Also you must
speak truth to power.
Know who you are. You

AAVREC
from front page
are heard," he said.
Along with education,
the problem of affordable

Keynote speaker
Dr. Yvonne Williams
can never go-anywhere if
you don’t know who you
are or until you have a
vision for where you want
to go. You must decide if
you want to be a "Don
King, Rodney King, or a
housing is crucial. In this
area, the median price for a
house is beyond the reach
of the salaries that the
counties police officers and
teachers earn, Davis said.

Martin Luther King."
The breakout sessions
were led by successful
community citizens who
have careers not generally
thought of:
Dr. Daryl
Moore spoke on podiatry,
June Peterman spoke on
careers in pharmacy, Gloria
Flakes,
an
African
American engineer, cer
tainly a rarity with women,
encouraged aspiring to her
field, Vernon Bryant,
Director of Horticulture at
Pinellas County Extension
informed us of his field.
Dr. Zenita Wade, Regional
Medical Scientist conduct
ed another session. Other
He urged the group to keep
abreast of issues.
That is what seems to
distinguish humanitarian
and hero awards from other
awards that usually are

Delta Sigma Theta
president Sharon
Wilson with Williams.
speakers
were:
Ron
Nelson, Esquire, Attorney
at Law, Roy James
Insurance and Financial
services, Theresa Bieber
Firefighter, Bilal Abdullah
Entrepreneur, Shaheed’d
Wears Inc., and Cynthia

handed out at fancy ban
quets. These awards are
usually ’^sandwiched be
tween information and the
calls to action that their
recipients answered so

Johnson Senior Manager,
Business
Assistance,
Pinellas County Economic
Development.
The event was cochaired by Dr. Cynthia
Jolliff-Johnson and Anita
Lewis. Lunch was provid
ed by Roberts Catering
Services and there were
door prizes and entertain
ment.
Our children will be
our leaders tomorrow
therefore we owe them
good role models. Keep up
the good work Deltas.
The president of the
sorority is Sharon Wilson.

ST. PETERSBURG
Last Wednesday, Rep.
Frank W. Peterman Jr.
announced his candidacy
for the State Senate seat,
being vacated by State
Senator Les Miller. A sea
soned public servant,
Peterman served on the St.
Petersburg City Council
for three and a half years
before being elected to the
Florida House of Repre
sentatives in November of

service,.

community

involvement, and academic
achievement. Minnis will
also honor a law firm, an
attorney, and a community
leader who tirelessly pro
motes diversity in our com
munity.
The Fred G. Minnis,
Sr. Bar Association was
established to increase the
legal profession's involve-

ment in both community
affairs and public service.
They are also committed to
our youth. Over the past
five years, the Association
has demonstrated their ded
ication to diversity in the
community.
The banquet will take
place at Stetson University
College of Law in the Great

Hall in Gulfport. Cocktails
will be available beginning
at 6 p.m., followed by din
ner at 7 p.m.
The Association is ded
icated to supporting youth
and recognize profession
als whd are committed to
helping our community
reflect the people who sup
port it. During the ceremo-

Rep. Frank Peterman, Jr.
2000.
With his experience of

Bay Area Music
Conference This Weekend ST. PETERSBURG Look out Tampa Bay, the
Bay Area Music Confer
ence is coming to down
town St. Petersburg!
The Bay Area Music
Conference is in its second
year bringing the Enter
tainment Business to our
beloved city. This opportu
nity is for the serious musi
cians to have a chance to be
heard by Entertainment
Industry
professionals.
Also be able to network
with them. The artist will
have a chance to get in on a
panel discussion and be
able to ask the Profes
sionals a series of ques
tions. After all this is about
them making their way to
success in this business..
Organizer "Big Ceejay" has put together a list
of professionals to partici-

many times already. Their
work is never done.

Seeking Equality In Justice - Fred G. Minnis,
Sr. Bar Association Annual Scholarship
Banquet---------------------------------------------------TAMPA
BAY—On
Feb. 28, the Fred G.
Minnis, Sr. Bar Association
Will recognize high school
students with an interest in
the legal profession who
have exhibited excellence
in academics, as well as a
Stetson student that exem
plifies the ideals of Minnis:

having' served in multiple
counties, Peterman says
that he truly understands
the needs of the con
stituents residing in Senate
District 18. Senate District
18 consists of Hillsbor
ough, Pinellas, & Manatee
Counties, which are three
of the four counties
Peterman currently repre
sents. He was recently re
elected to his third term
and was unopposed:

ny, the Association will be
honoring Bernie McCabe,
Carlton Fields, Milkowicz
& Lyons Law Firm and
Goliath Davis. Attorney
Reginald M. Turner, Jr. will
serve as the keynote speak
er. Turner is President
elect of the National Bar
Association.

pate in this great event. We
are talking those who are at
the top of their game - from
radio to marketing and pro
motions. Major and inde
pendent record labels will
be on hand also to review
those who are in the talent
showcase.
Come and collect on
the. information that is
given, for there will be a lot
of subject matter covered,
such as copyrights, produc
tion, management, legali-

ties dealing with publish
ing and trademark rights.
The event takes place this
Saturday, Feb. 26, at the
Downtown Hilton, 333
First St. S., St. Petersburg.
This is a major opportunity
for those who are looking
for a career in the "Music
Biz." Registration starts at
4 p.m. For admission cost
and more information,
please go to www.gtpfam.com.

PLATINUM
GOLD
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've

tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

Your Future Begins
With A Vision
DODGE TRUCK
DAYS
We are starting 2005 with a bang. We are looking to sell hundreds of Cars & Trucks
We will not be undersold. No reasonable offers will be refused.
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WE’RE #1 WHEN ST COMES TO RAM TRUCKS! fD
r
Comeby and check out the best selection of Ram pickups in the bay area.

HEMIS • 4x4s • CUSTOMIZED • DIESELS • DUALLYS • WORK TRUCKS
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WILC

Florida A&M University
College of Law, an HBGU law school with

s1,000

WE’RE #1 IN CONVERSION VAN SALES CONVERSION VANS FORM MANY
QUALITY MANUFACTURERS

Florida’s Conversion Van Headquarters

■ Full-time day and Part-time evening programs

$47 500
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■ A public service mission
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Hight ops
•Color 13" TV
•VCR
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■ An affordable tuition
■ Provisional accreditation from the American Bar Association
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s7,900 OFF
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GET EXTRA

Check Out The AN hew
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DAKOTA
BEST BEALS
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Call Today To Learn More At
1.866 352,2366 or 407.254.FAMU
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CFC Bonus Cash Available
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OWHERSOEASES GET EXTRA

CHECK OUT DAYTON ANDREWS PODGE’S PRE-OWHEP SUPERCENTER

(3268)

THE BEST US£Q CARS ARQUNQ! Great Selection, fully reconditioned, many under
original factory warranty. Backed by Payton Andrew Podge’s warranty.
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COLLEGE
Of LAW

<9,999

DAYTON ANDREWS I
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famulaw.admissions@famu.edu • www.famu.edu/law

One North Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida 32801

s109991 s10,995

FIVE STAR FAMILY OWNED DEALERSHIP:

www.daytonandrewsdodge.com

Corner ot 22nd Ave. N. & US 19 • St. Petersburg

727-321-0500
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THIS & THAT

Need Help Paying Your Monthly
Electric Or Gas Bill?-----------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Pinellas County
Urban League is assisting
eligible residents who may
be having difficulty paying
their monthly electric or
gas bill.
Services Are Available
To:
• All Pinellas County
residents meeting the

household income guide
lines (not sure if you quali
fy - call anyway).
• Pinellas County resi
dents who have not benefit
ed from this service before
will be given first priority.
• This service applies
"only" to monthly electric
or gas bills. Residents in
receipt of a "final notice"

will also be given priority.
Please contact the Pi
nellas County Urban Lea
gue at (727) 327-0977.
Office staff will review eli
gibility requirements and
provide all qualifying cus
tomers with an immediate
appointment. If you are not
sure about your eligibility,
call today. Applications

THE ART OF
LIVIN'

will be received through
March 31.
For additional informa
tion about the Pinellas
County Urban League’s
programs and services,
please visit the website at
www.pcul.org.

by Norman E. Jones II
(727) 895 - 4126

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
EVEN WITHOUT
GLASSES, I CAN
READ THE SIGNS OF
OLD AGE
When I reached a cer
tain landmark - or landfill birthdate, I looked at the
numbers and realized there
had to be a mistake.
Wait a minute, ‘sez’ 1.1
knew I’d reach that age
eventually, but not that
soon. Somebody do the
math again. I demand a
recount. It must be a typo.
I wasn’t finished being
young yet!
But then there’s no
denying the signs. You
know you’re getting old
when:
The
word
“spry”
creeps into descriptions of
you.
People joke about you
getting old.
People stop joking
about you getting old.
You can remember
when there were only eight
reindeers.
People speak of “the
king” and you think of
Clark Gable, not Elvis
Presley.
You get annoyed with
younger people for not
remembering
certain
famous actors’ names so
you could put the kids
straight.
You remember when it
was safe to leave things
unlocked - like your house
or your bike - while you
went away for a few min
utes.
You remember when
kids could talk without
every other word being
“like.”
Your memory not only
no longer serves, it stages
extended walkouts.
***

was four years old on Feb.
20. Sandrea’s .parents are
Craig and Veronica Jordan
of our town.
Aries David J. David
son, Jr. who was “sweet
16” on Feb. 21. His proud
parents are David Sr. and
Kathy Davidson. The
birthdate celebrants are the
grands of Ruth “Baby
Ruth” Jordan of our town.
***
SHE IS STILL AILING
See that you express
your desire for better-days
and improvement to spmeone who doesn’t complain,
Cozy Reed, of 36th Street
and 27th Avenue South.
Cozy is wheelchair-bound,
but enjoys seeing people
and would like your pray
ers. A lovely person, she is
doing the best she can with
what she’s got.
***

GOOD-BYE TO
ANOTHER FRIEND
The good that we do
lives on, after us. We note
with sorrow the illness and
passing of Roosevelt
Bennett. I have known
Roosevelt almost all of his
life. I should say the late
Roosevelt and his first
cousin, the late James
Boyd. We grew up to
adulthood in' Mt. Zion
Progressive
Baptist
Church. Those two guys
will always remain special
in my memory. We were
good friends always.
“We must rely on the
great hope of the Almighty.
Those in mourning can be
powerful because He
makes them powerful.”
Friends are one of God’s
special gifts, and special
was what James and
Roosevelt were. From this
world of pain and sorrow,
ANOTHER
to the land of peace and
BACHELOR WILL
rest, God has taken them
BITE THE DUST
where they have found
Come March 5, 2005, eternal rest.
Willie Park will be remov
My sincere sympathy
ing himself from the bach is extended to Roosevelt’s
elor’s list, and say “I do” to adoring and faithful wife
the center of his joy, our of 51 years, Eula Williams
own Mary “Doll” Dudley. Bennett, their three chil
That will be the day when dren and spouses, grand,
they will say “I do” at 12 great grand and relatives.
o’clock noon in Raddison A homegoing celebration
Hotel
on
Roosevelt for Roosevelt was held
Boulevard in our town.
Feb. 18 at Mt. Zion Pro
***
gressive Baptist Church.
***
HAPPY BIRTHDATE
TO
Until Next Write Around,
Pisces Sandrea Jordan
STAY LOOSE!

The Black History Pageant
Committee Presents Its 27th Annual
Production------------------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG This year’s Black History .
Pageant will be held on
Sunday, Feb. 27 at 4 p.m. at
the St. Petersburg High
School Auditorium (2501
Fifth Ave. N,). Admission
is free.
The title and theme is
"A Salute to African
American Women of Moral
Justice: Who Can Find a
Virtuous Woman?"
Some
twenty-five ,
youth, along with seven
alumni members will come
together and showcase
their talent through acting,
song, poetry, historical
recitation and liturgical
dance. A number of local
youth groups will also par
ticipate, such as the mime
group "Pebbles" of the
Rock of Jesus Missionary
Church, and "The New
Hope Steppers" of New'
Hope Missionary Baptist

Church.
The public is invited to
come out and share in this
celebration of Black His
tory and hear the stories of
twelve incredible African
American females whose
life work has helped to
move this country in a most
powerful and positive way.
Come out as our youth
show the communities they
serve how to pull together
and give back.
The Black History Pa
geant Committee’s task
force (Melvina Randall,
Janet Fitzsimmons, Frede
rick D. Winters II, Janice
Andrews, Janice Wiggins,
Donald Jackson and Teresa
Riggs), have vowed to keep
the Black History Pageant
alive and available to the
children it serves. This
year’s production was writ
ten by Teresa Riggs in ded
ication to its founder,

State Rep./Rev. Frank Peterman with his mother,
the late Peggy Peterman

writer arid director, the please call (727) 321-1484,
Rev.
Peggy
Mitchell (727) 524-1743, or (727)
327-9958.
Peterman.
For more information,.

The Dream Makers
Awards 2005
Last week's words in
this column let the readers
of my desire for more in
novating programs, events
and exhibits to celebrate
National African American
History Month. On Satur
day last, I received and ac
cepted an invitation from
the African American Arts
Council to attend a special
award program to play
tribute to America's Afri
can American Artist at the
Historic Fort Harrison Ho
tel in Clearwater.
More than 400 guests
were treated to free valet
parking, an impressive ex
hibit, a great meal, a pro
ductive program and a
parting gift.
I'm glad I went.
Amanda Ambrose is
the founder of Ebony
Awakening. She is enjoy
ing a career as a perform
ing artist. "The point I'm
trying to make is that we
not only touch people with
our art, we can reach peo
ple that are often forgotten
by the rest of society,"
writes Ambrose. She open
ed the program: by repeat
ing a quote by her-friend,
L. Ron Hubbard. "A cul
ture is only as great as its
dreams, and its dreams are
dreamed
by
artist."
Hubbard is the founder of
the Church of Scientology.
The "Dream Maker
Awards 2005" recognized
recording artists Chaka
Khan and Doug E. Fresh;
Dr. Barbara Ann Teer,
founder of, the National
Black Theatre; Myra J.
Baucom and JoLynn
Baucam-Wright, co-au
thors of cook and cultural
books and Keith Dobbins,
director of Fine Arts at
Without Walls Interna
tional Church.
The 2005 President’s
Award was presented to
Kay Toliver for her many
outstanding accomplish
ments in during her educa
tion. career. Ms. Toliver
was a classroom teacher..
She taught mathematics
and communications for
30 years in the New York
City school System.
The keynote speaker

Any Three Rooms and Hallway

$50.00

^JACKSON
HEWITT
■«■■■■■■ TAX SERVICE

$15 each additional room

Scotch Guard, Deep Scrub, Heavy Stain Removal extra

Upholstery Cleaning

Get A Money Now Loan”
____

Local/ Ottntd and Opantod

385 Srii Street South
(727)838-1321

Blockbuster
Center

5004 34th Street South
(727,8643325

Gulfport

Square
5006 GuVport Boulevard
(727)321-1091

NEW February 2005 Wal-Mart Superstore, 3501 34th Street S.

SocialL

U (MR)

We Welcome Your Articles and
Pictures of Community Interest

Webb's Pla?a
Midtown

was the Rev. Alfreddie
Johnson, Pastor,-True Faith
Christian Center, .Compton
California. His' remarks
were timely and on target.
He gave the audience clear
examples of the cultural
responsibilities of all artist.
(Black & white) "The neg
ative and positive works of
arts has a direct association
with society," said John
son.
The event was present
ed by the Church of -Sci
entology's Ebony Awaken
ing Division. The church is
a supporter of local cultur
al projects, programs arid
organizations including
Junteenth of Tampa Bay.
I was impressed.
How The Library
Changed My Life
In 1996,1 received the
"How Libraries Change
Lives Award" just three
blocks from the Church Of
Scientology’s headquarters
in Columbus, Ohio. The
public library sponsored
the essay contest. Libra
rian Gay Banks suggested
I enter the competition be
cause I used her branch
often.
I wrote about how the
school system did not offer
classes on the African
American experience in
America. I found such
material at the library.
Also,,I checked out books
and read books on games
manship. As a result, I
received several grants and
presented several pro
grams - at the libraries.
I also used the library
as a venue for Black
History Exhibits. Many of
these exhibits will be on
display.
Next Tuesday, March
1, at the Community Room
at the Mirror Lake Library
in downtown St. Peters
burg, this columnist will
close out his 11 exhibit-10
venture Black History
Month activities. The
doors will open at 2 p.m.;
the program starts at 2:30.
This event is free and open
to everyone in the city.
Refreshments will be
available.

ThisBlack History Month, the United States Army celebrates the past, present and future contributions
of African-American Soldiers.
goarmy.com/blackhistory ★ 1-800-USA-ARMY

Sofa $40 • Loveseat $35
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Midtown Technology Center Makes A Publix Celebrates Living History
Difference--------------------------------------------- During Black History Month
ST. PETERSBURG Housed in the St. Peters
burg Branch NAACP the
Midtown Technology Cen
ter is a place where young
and old can come and get
their GED. The classes are
free, with the schedule as
follows: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
Monday thru Friday. TABE
Testing, Monday and
Thursday 8:45 a.m. Com
puter Training Monday
thru Friday, 1 - 4 p.m., Sa
turday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Two students in thenown words tell how the
center has made a differ
ence in their lives.
Quinton Gene Farley,

Two of the center’s standout students include Quinton
Farley (pictured with his son), and Tina Salter.
Sr. was bom in St. Peters
burg. His father in and out
of jail he live with his
mom, brother, sister and
grandmother, Magaree Far
ley. His grandmother as
sisted in raising him. While
in elementary school he
made good grades, once he
made it to middle school
things changed. He was
picked on, called names,

CHANGING JOBS OR
RETIRING?
Call A.G. Edwards for guidance on
how you can manage your retirement

plan assets.

Steve Allen, AAMS
Accredited Asset Management
Specialist
Financial Consultant
Serving all of greater St.Petersburg
727/550-2222 ext.151

but made it to high school
and began to be a trouble
kids.
At 17 he became a.
father and made a decision
to do what was right by
providing the necessary
items for his son. He loves
his son Quinton, Jr. and
wants him to grow up to
have the best and be the
best at whatever he does.
Though he made some
bad decisions, he now
looks forward to a bright
future thanks to the Even
Start Program. The pro
gram is helping him to
receive his GED and assist
him toward his future
goals.
Quinton states that the
Even Start Program has
assisted him in getting his
GED, provided child care
for his son while he is in
school, teaching him to
become a better parent. He
has learned different ways

to help children to succeed
in life.
Quinton has set his
goal to receive his GED by
March of this year.
His son is in kinder
garten, he often visits his
school sharing in his edu
cation.
Another standout stu
dent is Tina L. Salter. A
native of St. Petersburg and
the only girl in a family
with four brothers, she is
the mother of three chil
dren and is diligently work
ing to obtain her GED. She
plans to attend ITT Tech
Institute and major in nurs
ing administration. Tina
states her goals are to com
plete her education, find a
nice place for her and chil
dren to live and make a
home for her children.
The center welcomes
anyone interested in ob
taining their GED and is
located 1501 16th St. S.
For more information
contact Brenda Nelson
(project manager), Cassan
dra Jackson (student asses
sor), or Linda Hardaway
Watkins (recruiter) at (727)
896-8024.

ATLANTA, Ga. — In
its tradition of celebrating
Black History Month in
February, Publix Super
Markets launched its My
Recipe for Living, My His
tory campaign to honor
African Americans for
their commitment to their
communities and contribu
tions to American culture
through their food.
"At Publix, we realize
that food plays a signifi
cant role in shaping our
shared culture and our his
tory," said Brenda Reid,
Manager of Media & Com
munity Relations at Publix.
"During* this month, we’re
pleased to be in a position
to share the stories of each
of these notable individu
als with our customers.
American culture is very
rich in stories of food and
family recipes passed
down through the genera
tions. We hope through
these stories that our cus
tomers will be encouraged
to explore the importance
of food in their own family
histories.'"
During the Living His
tory- campaign, African
Americans from across the
South shared their personal

"recipes for living." The
campaign has featured
Leah Chase (Dooky Chase
Restaurant, New Orleans),
Thelma Grundy (Thelma’s
Kitchen, Atlanta),, Eliza
beth Omilami (Hosea
William’s Feed the Hungry
Foundation, Atlanta) and
Joe Randall (Joe Randall’s
Cooking School, Savan
nah, Ga.)
As a part of its com
mitment to education, Pu
blix provided complimen
tary activity sheets and
posters of those featured in
the campaign to more than
700 elementary schools
throughout the Southeast.
These materials will pro
vide an opportunity for stu
dents to learn about the
important cultural contri
butions of these communi
ty champions, as well as
inspire each student to
develop their own recipe
for living. Teachers may
still order a classroom set
of these materials by emailing Stella.Smith@
mail.publix.com
while
supplies last.
"In Celebrating the
contributions of each of
these important people, we

are optimistic that the cus
tomers and students in our
communities will explore
arid embrace the signifi
cance of food in shaping
our culture," Reid added.
"Whether it’s through a
secret family recipe or a

celebration with food, we
hope that this campaign
encourages everyone to
recognize and enjoy the
foods that are most mean
ingful in shaping their fam
ily histories."

SMtMHreAVaNS
The Honorable Minister

LOUIS FARRAKHAN

‘HISAMIl

miwf®
Sunday, February 27, 2005
3:00 p.m. (Doors open at 2:00 p.m.)
JOHN HOPKINS MIDDLE SCHOOL: 701 I6TH ST. SOUTH
(ST. PETERBURG, FL) UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY CENTER:
N. 22nd ST. SUITE A (TAMPA, FL) FOR MORE INFO
(727) 821-4582 or (813) 350-9654 (live via
satellite) ticket price $10.00

1401.3

call:

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Automobile Accidents
• Bankruptcy
• Divorce
• Nursing Home Abuse/Neglect
• Wills & Probate
SOUTH TRUST BUILDING

150 SECOND AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 810
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701
(727) 898-9292
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based soley upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer to
send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

WITH

OUR

FREE CHECKING,
EVEN THE EXTRAS
HAVE EXTRAS.
EXTRA ffltt CHECKING. ONLY MT WACHOVIA.
A Wachovia Extra Free Checking account has so many extras, it’s hard to believe it’s free.
The account starts with no monthly' service fee, no minimum balance and no direct
deposit requirement. On top of that, you get free Online Banking with BillPay and
Balance Alerts plus a free Check Card with the Visa Extras rewards program. The checking
is free. The extras are free. Extra Free-Checking, only at Wachovia.
Stop fey i Wicfcwfei Hmcial Ctatir today, cal 800-WACHOVIA (922-4884)
op visit wicfewb.cBii/BxtPii.

SIMPLIFYING
YOUR BILLS
doesn’t have to be complicated.
Our Equity AssetLine is the first step.
Got bills piling up? It may be time to simplify. An Equity AssetLine from Regions Bank allows you to use
the equity in your home to combine all those bills into one. So you have one single monthly bill with one

single payment. A really low-interest rate with no closing costs: And you may even write off the interest
on your taxes: Now, isn’t that simple? Call 1-800-REGIONS or visit our Web site at www.regions.com to

learn more about our Equity AssetLine.

4-nontt fixed introductory rate of

Wachovia

As low as the prime rate

Borrow up to

2.90^ 5.50* 100%
of your home's value'

after 4 months

Uncommon Wisdom
Everyday confidence.

Regions A.
BANK

wool vou ts know Free Checking is for personal accounts only. Other fees may apply. Some restrictions apply to Visa Extras.
©2005 Wachovia Corporation. Wachovia Bank. W.A., and Wachovia Bank of Delaware, N.A.. are Members FDIC.
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STATE NEWS
Couple Accused Of Child Abuse Denied Bail

Tallahassee Researcher Takes
Hard Look At Marcus Garvey—
bv Gerald Ensley
Tallahassee Democrat
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - Many people know
that Marcus Garvey was
one of the early heroes of
the civil-rights movement.
He led a “back to Africa"
movement that galvanized
American blacks and
remains one of the legends
remembered each February
during Black History
Month.
But he's no hero to
Sitamon Youssef. She calls
Garvey a thief and a mur-x
derer.
The Tallahassee poet
and college instructor has
spent 10 years researching
the life of pastor James
Walker Hood Eason, who,
she says, was assassinated
in 1923 to keep him from
testifying about Garvey's
fraudulent use of dona
tions.
Youssef has now taken
her research public. She
has opened a museum ded
icated to Eason and filmed
a documentary about his,
life, hoping to broaden
people's knowledge and
end the glorification of
Garvey.
“There is a lot of resist
ance to this information,
and that's 'to be expected
after 82 years," said
Youssef, 54, who teaches in
the English department at
Tallahassee Community
College. “But I think, wellmeaning people will look
at this research and say
they have chosen the wrong
hero."
Youssef opened the
“Eason
Civil
Rights
Museum" on Jan. 1 'It
occupies two rooms in the
Tallahassee Progressive
Center, an incubator for
startup businesses and non
profit companies!
The museum is a mod
est one. Its exhibits are old
newspaper clippings, let
ters and photos, which have
been enlarged, laminated
and hung on the wall. But
they tell an intriguing story.
In 1916, the Jamaifcanbom Garvey brought his
Universal Negro Improve
ment Association to the
United States. He founded
dozens of chapters around
the nation and solicited
money to start black busi
nesses - including the
Black Star Line, a fleet of
Ships to take American
blacks “back to Africa.1'
Garvey believed black
people would never receive
justice in white-dominated
societies and sought to
return blacks to their ances-

NEWS
DEAD
LINE IS
4 P.M.
MON
DAY

John and Linda Dollar stand with attorney Charles
Vaughn Sunday at a detention facility in Lecanto,
Fla.

Tallahassee researcher Sitamon Youssef calls Garvey
a thief and a murder.

tral home.
Originally, the message
resonated with Eason. Af
ter. serving a£ an African
Methodist Episcopal Zion
minister, he left the pulpit
to join Garvey’s organiza
tion.
His decision came after
the tumultuous summer of
1919, when race riots broke
out in 26 American cities.
Eason traveled the nation,
raising more than $1 mil
lion for Garvey's panoply
of businesses, including the
Black Star Line.
But by 1921, he dis
covered that Garvey had
siphoned off most of the
money and that none of the
three ships was seaworthy.
He began to talk to the FBI,
arid it became known he
would testify in federal
court against Garvey
But oh Jan. 1, 1923,
while in New Orleans for a
speech, Eason was shot in
the back and killed. He was
36.
Three months later, a
laborer named Esau Ramus
who was wanted on a theft
charge in New York was
arrested and indicted for
the murder. Despite efforts
by the FBI and Louisiana
to extradite Ramus, he was
tried on the theft charge,
spent three years in prison
and then disappeared.
Garvey was eventually
sent to prison for mail
fraud for having received
donations for the inopera
ble Black Star Line. When
he was paroled in 1927, he
was deported and later died
in England.
Eason's case died, too until 10 years ago when
Youssef came across his
FBI file while researching
her book “Marcus Garvey
Exposed."
Though the book only

briefly deals with Eason,
Youssef spent the ensuing
years collecting informa
tion about his life and proof
that Garvey had him assas
sinated.
She displays a Nov. 9,
1922, letter from Garvey to
a New Orleans UNIA lea
der that introduces Ramus
as a friend of the movement
and places Ramus in the
city when Eason visited.
She displays a Feb. 3,
1923, letter to the Chicago
Defender, a prominent
black newspaper, in which
the writer - whose hand
writing reportedly matches
Rairius' - takes credit for
killing Eason.
Youssef said the two
letters link Garvey directly
to the murder of Eason.
More direct evidence,
Youssef said, would be a
copy of the deposition
Eason gave the FBI in
1922.
But despite hours
combing FBI and Library
of Congress files, Youssef
has not found the deposi
tion - which she believes
was taken by Garvey schol
ars.
“You've got to under
stand that the myth of
Garvey is larger than life,"
Youssef said. “To tell the
Eason story, you have to
discredit Garvey."
Garvey is the subject of
dozens of books. There is a
library dedicated to him in
London. The "Marcus
Garvey Papers Project" is
part of the African Studies
Center at UCLA.
During his time, he
was bitterly opposed by
sOme black intellectuals,
such as W.E.B. DuBois.
But he attracted followers UNIA membership esti
mates range from 50,000 to
several million - among

BEVERLY
HILLS,
Fla. (AP) - Only after John
and Linda Dollar's 16-yearold son was hospitalized
with a head wound did
investigators find what they
say were signs of abuse at
the home: a cattle prod, pli
ers and what appeared to be
toenails.
The Dollars - regarded
by state social workers a
decade ago as model par
ents - now stand accused of
monstrous acts against five
of . their eight children,
including the 16-year-old,
who weighed just 60
i pounds when he was hospi
talized.
The couple appeared
briefly in court Sunday in
Lecanto, where a judge
denied them bail.
"It's a tragedy, and I
wish there was something
we could've done sooner,"

said Florida Department of
Children
&
Families
spokesman Bill D'Aiuto.
"But if we don’t know
about it, or if the school
system doesn't know about
it, or if a neighbor doesn't
know about it., there's
nothing that'us or law en
forcement or anyone else
can do."
The children have told
investigators they were
starved, shocked with a cat
tle prod, beaten with a
hammer and had toenails
yanked out with pliers.
Police compared their ema
ciated bodies to victims of
Nazi concentration camps.
But when John, now 57,
and Linda Dollar, now 51,
sought to adopt more chil
dren a decade ago, social
workers described them as
well-to-do, well-meaning
folks who raised their five

The couple’s arrest has
brought more unflatter
ing attention to DCF.
One of their other highprofile scandals includes
the 2001 disappearance
of 5-year-old Rilya
Wilson; her guardian
had a lengthy criminal
record. Wilson’s disap
pearance went unno
ticed until April 2002
because of caseworkers’
negligence.

children with love.
"They feel the more
children they have, the
merrier they are," dazzled
caseworkers wrote.
That image of the
Dollars contrasts with what
Citrus County Sheriff's
Capt. Jim Cemich called
perhaps the worst abuse
he's ever seen: He said the
children were hit on their
feet with rubber mallets
and canes and made to
sleep in a closet.
When the’couple were
arrested in Utah two weeks

ago, it brought more
unwanted attention to DCF,
an agency already battered
by several high-profile
scandals. Those include the
2001 disappearance of 5year-old Rilya Wilson, who
was placed in the care of a
woman with a lengthy
criminal record. The girl's
disappearance went unno
ticed until April 2002
because caseworkers did
not make required checks
on her.
State welfare workers
stopped monitoring the
Dollars after the Depart
ment of Health and Rehabi
litative Services - the pre-,
cursor agency to the trou
bled DCF - determined a
decade ago the couple
would make suitable par
ents.
The Dollars seem to
want to maintain that
image: Charles Vaughn, the
couple's attorney, said the
Dollars had been unaware
of any charges against them
and were returning to
Florida when they were
apprehended. He said the
pair would defend them
selves against the allega
tions and would tell their
side of the story.
"They're taking the
case very seriously," he
said Sunday after meeting
with the Dollars following
the court appearance.
"They're tired, and they're

fighting off a cold."
The Dollars seemed to
have the best of intentions
in a 1995 state application
to add to their brood of five
adopted children by taking
in three more.
"Adoption provided
my wife and I the opportu
nity to extend our love to
children we were not fortu
nate enough to have on our
own," John Dollar said in
the application.
But in six months of
home visits, background
checks and interviews for
the foster parent applica
tion, records show Linda
Dollar revealed her own
stories of abuse. She
recounted being verbally
and physically- abused as a
child and said her first mar
riage ended because her
husband abused her, the
documents said.
Caseworkers also had
concerns the Dollars be
lieved in spanking as a lastresort form of punishment.
John Dollar had grown up
on a farm where he said his
father would spank the

children "after giving us
several opportunities to
straighten up."
But he softened the
stance in writing: /'Never
should a spanking physi
cally harm or hurt a child,"
he wrote.,

working-class blacks.

“He did galvanize peo
ple," Florida State Univer
sity history professor Joe
Richardson said. “Whether
he was the proper person to
lead it, his movement was
significant. I would think
anyone who worked with
him who was going to testi
fy (against him) would also
be significant."
Youssef premiered her
45-minute documentary re
cently at the R.A, Gray
Building. She says, the
History Channel has ex
pressed an interest in it, and
she has also written a sixpart miniseries about
Eason, who spent his final
years urging American
blacks to seek justice in
their own country.
“The history that's
taught now is that Garvey
initiated the civil-rights
movement in the U.S. - and
he did not," she said. “I
want people to know there
were valid people fighting
for civil rights against
tremendous obstacles, arid
none was more prominent
than Eason."
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Reading instruction is a stience.We know that

teachers trained in and equipped with scientifically based

instructional techniques can help all children learn to become
strong, independent readers.

The Partnership for Reading is committed

to supplying educators and parents with the
information, materials, and support they need
to ensure that proven instructional approaches

to reading are used in their classrooms.

For more information log on to nifl^ov/^rtnershipforreadmg^

We bring you more than just great games - we bring you great minds, in each of the last two years the
Florida Lottery has contributed over a billion dollars to education. Since our inception, the Lottery has heloed
finance the construction of over 100 new schools and funded 220,000 Bright Futures Scholarships statewide
To find out what the Florida Lottery is doing to help improve education in your area, visit our website

www.flalottcry com
2004 Ronda lottery

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOS ONTO ttifl.gov/partnershipforreading

When you play, wt all win.

NATIONAL NEWS
Malcolm X
from front page
"There has been a lot of
paraphrasing. Now there
will be a lot of clarity," said
another daughter, Malaak
Shabazz, who hadn't been
bom yet when Malcolm X
was slain. "This collection
really is going to enlighten
a lot of people."
In his autobiography,
Malcolm X said the media,
the government and even
other black leaders charac
terized him as a dema
gogue. But his family said
the presentations will dis
pel that portrayal.
At the time, said Ma
laak
Shabazz,
"there
weren't that many people of
color at the forefront,
speaking not just for black
and white issues but human
rights issues. But before he
was assassinated he was

The civil rights icon, pictured here in an early photo
with his wife, kids and close friend Muhammad Ali.

going to speak at the
United Nations to speak on
the human rights issues that
faced indigenous people
and people of color."
The collection will also
reveal a different side of
Malcolm X, his family
said.
"Looking at these let
ters, the vulnerabilities, the
determination, the commit
ment and the humanity was
really touching," said Ilya

sah. "You get to see that he
was a young man, he was a
father, a husband, he was
someone's child."
Other projects also are
aimed at setting the record
straight on Malcolm X.
Manning Marable, a
professor of history and
political science at Colum
bia University, is working
on a biography he says will
dispel errors in other litera
ture.

"Many of the books
that document Malcolm
have major inaccuracies
said Marable. "Many are
poorly edited and don't
.encompass the entirety of
his speeches."
Next year, Percy Sut
ton, Malcolm X's personal
lawyer who later served as
Manhattan borough presi
dent, is launching his own
project, the Malcolm X and
Dr. Betty Shabazz Living
History Foundation. Its
purpose, Sutton said, will
tie "for people to learn
about Minister Malcolm
and Dr. Shabazz and what
their contributions were."
The family welcomes
renewed interest in Mal
colm X.
"They say that our
father changed, that there
was this transformation,"
said Ilyasah Shabazz. "I
don't think it was a trans
formation - he evolved."

Little Rock: Central High Offes
In Civil Rights History
bv Carvn Rousseau
Associated Press Writer
LITTLE ROCK (AP) Walk into Little Rock
Central High School as
classes are changing, the his
toric school's halls filling
with students, and you walk
into history.
With just a few up
grades, the cafeteria looks
the same as it did in Sep
tember 1957. The hallways
are still narrow, the impos
ing stone building still fore
boding.
Central High shoulders
a legacy as the nation's first
major battleground for
school desegregation. For
three weeks in September
1957, Gov. Orval E. Faubus
.blocked nine black students
from enrolling at all-white
Central, forcing a historic
confrontation between state
and federal authorities over
integration. The Arkansas
National Guard circled the
school, called out by Faubus
to keep the Little Rock Nine
away. Inflamed crowds gath
ered outside.
In response, President
Eisenhower signed a historymaking proclamation ap
proving the use of federal
troops to enforce the deseg
regation order and protect
the black students. The 101st
Airborne Division arrived
the next day, and the stu
dents entered Central under
armed escort Sept. 25, 1957.
Forty-eight years later,
the school remains a civil
rights landmark and one of
the most important historic
sites in Little Rock. The
National Park Service runs
tours, a museum and visitors
center at the site, and more
than 29,000 people came
through last year. An in
crease expected this year due
to higher numbers of tourists
in town to see the nearby
Clinton Presidential Library.
Mike Madell, who is
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This famous picture is just one of the photographs that
will be on display at the visitors' center - which is made
to look like the Mobil gas station that stood on the
properly during the 1950s.

director of the historic site
for the National Park Ser
vice, said he takes tourists
through the school to put
history in perspective. He
includes the auditorium and
the cafeteria - Where just
outside the door the 101st
Airborne camped out on an
athletic field. He; points out
the nooks and crannies in the
hallways where white stu
dents hid and then jumped
out to harass the black stu
dents.
"We ask people to think
of what it would be like to be
one of nine black students in
an auditorium of more than
2,000," he said. "It's very
imposing. There, are lots of
places to hide."
Photographs on display
at the visitors' center- which
is made to look like the
Mobil gas station that stood
on the property during the
1950s - include the famous
Will Counts shot of a white
girl sneering at a black
female student.
Another
photograph
shows a sign outside the
school that reads, “This
school is closed by order of
the federal government."
An elaborate timeline
notes events from September
1957 through May 1958. An
RCA Victor television sits in
the comer, running a contin
uous tape of newsreel

Samed In Honor of M<

footage from the riots.
Above, newspaper front
pages flash on a screen.

“It looks more like a war
zone and not a normal day of
high school," says tour guide
Tarona Armstrong. “But it's
a good story. We can tell
kids, people do change."
Across the street from
the visitors center, winding
stone walkways lead past
nine benches and nine trees
through large arches with
•photos of Little Rock
Central students, an area
dubbed the Commemorative
Garden.
Families or tourists are
welcome to drop in for 45minute guided tours of the
visitors' center. Tours of the
actual high school are avail
able for larger groups and
must be arranged ahead of
time, Madell said.
Central High is one of
Arkansas' largest high
schools, with 2,259 students
enrolled last year. The stu
dent body is diverse - 52
percent black, 45 percent
white. It also produces more
National Merit scholars than
any other public school in
the state -16 semifinalists
last year.
Nancy Rousseau, principal
of Little Rock Central, says
she has no problem allowing
tours of the school. “I recog
nize this school is an exten

sion of the community," she
said.
Madell is lobbying to
build a new $5.8 million vis
itors' center that would offer
six times more museum
space in time for the 50th
anniversary of the Central
High crisis. As president,
Bill Clinton spoke on the
steps of the high school in
1997. for the 40th anniver
sary.

Shooting Raises Tensions Between
L.A.’s Black Community And Police

Kevin Gaston mourns the death of his nephew dur
ing the teen's funeral.

in
"Once again, the police in our community acts as
judge, jury and executioner," said Rep. Maxine
Waters, D-Los Angeles.
by Paul Chavez
Associated Press Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP)
- The killing of a 13-yearold boy by police in South
Lbs Angeles has exposed
unresolved tension be
tween the black community
and police in a city scarred
twice in the last 40 years by
riots.
The shooting of Devin
Brown at the end of a pre
dawn car chase on Feb. 6
triggered immediate out
cry.
Quickly, the word “riot"
was in the air - in reaction
on the street and from offi
cials wondering if public
anger would send the
nation's second-largest city

represented much of the
area as a city councilman
from 1991-2002, said there
was “nothing to be gained
by predicting violence or
by that eventuality present
ing itself,"
“It would be a huge
setback for this city if that
were to take place," RidleyThomas said in an inter
view.
Instead,
excessive
force against minorities by
police needs to be held-in
check so “incidences of
reactive violence are kept
at bay," he said.
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Mourners around the community showed their sense
of loss. A T-shirt with a picture of Devin Brown is
shown during a makeshift memorial on Feb. 8.

est criticism leveled against
the Police Department has
been unwarranted, said Joe
Hicks, former executive di
The Watts Riot - 34 rector of the city Human
Madell said the new
dead and $100 million in Relations Commission and
center is necessary because,
damage - and the 1992 riot once head of the local
“we've really just scratched
- 55 killed and $1 billion in chapter of the Southern
the surface of the stories
spiraling into a repeat of damage - both stemmed Christian Leadership Con
here." He said he envisions
the violence of 1965 and from events that began with ference.
an entire section dedicated
Black leaders “would
encounters between black
1992,
to explaining Faubus' view
have you believe that in the
of the confrontations. The
Amid candles, flowers motorists and law officers.
governor feared social unrest
and balloons placed at the
Brown was shot by an city of Los Angeles We've
if Central's student body
scene was a homemade officer shortly before 4 got some kind ofjack-boot
included blacks.
sign that called the Los a.m. at the end of a chase ed occupation army that is
Madell would like to
Angeles Police Department that lasted just a few min intentionally looking to
include seven homes along
a “cancer" to the communi utes after a report of a pos harm black community
Park Street - where mobs
ty. Rep. Maxine Waters, D- sible drunken driver. Police members," Hicks said.
gathered outside the school within the historic site's
Los Angeles, issued a state say. it was learned later that “Even though, as we all
boundary. That designation
ment saying her immediate the car had allegedly been know, the LAPD is well
would allow him to offer the
over the 50 percent mark of
reaction was, “Once again, stolen.
owners financial assistance
The ear Brown was women and minority offi
the police in our communi
to restore the facades to what
ty acts as judge, jury and driving skidded 102 feet to cers."
they looked like in the
In
Ridley-Thomas'
a halt on a sidewalk, then
executioner."
1950s.
One woman, Grace
Mayor James Hahn backed up, striking a police view, the Police Depart
Hays-Blagdon of Lake For
pushed Police Chief Wil car in which Officer Steven ment has made strides but
est, Calif., has purchased
liam Bratton to finish a Garcia had been a passen has failed to fully reform
two of the seven homes and
itself since the 1991 video
revision of a moving-vehi ger, according to police.
hopes to restore them. The
The police chief has taped beating of Rodney
cle shooting policy begun a
Little Rock native wants
them to look as they did in
year ago, then got the city said Garcia was outside King, which led to the 1992
1957.
Police Commission to im when he fired 10 shots and riot after officers were
With or without the
mediately approve it. Brat some hit his- own car. acquitted of wrongdoing.
homes as part of the historic
Racial profiling, exces
ton also released prelimi Exactly when he fired and
site, Madell hopes visitors
sive force and the Rampart
will recognize that some of nary investigative details to from where remains under
counter what he termed investigation. The actions scandal, which involved
the challenges present in
1957 are still relevant today.
misinformation that was of his partner have also not allegations that officers
shot, beat and framed peo
“There is a danger to have
been detailed.
being deliberately spread.
folks come in and say that
ple,
caused the federal gov
A 14-year-old boy who
But with investigations
was a long time ago," Madell
by police, prosecutors and was, with Brown jumped ernment in 2001 to impose
said. "My hope is that when
the FBI still incomplete, it out and tried to run away a consent decree on the
they leave, they can make a
is unknown whether the before the car backed up. department.
comparison between what
“If progress has been
happened in 1957 and the
shooting will be ruled justi His account has not been
made,
it certainly has not
2J st century. This is a story
fiable or not, and what the released yet.
that is still evolving."
The community's anger been enough to satisfy the
community's reaction will
over Brown's death was Department of Justice,"
be.
State Assemblyman appropriate given the boy's Ridley-Thomas said.
Waters, who has repre
Mark Ridley-Thomas, who age, but some of the harshsented the area since 1991,
said in an interview that the
black community remains
...A MATCH
“bewildered and frustrated"
MADE IN HEAVEN
by the Police Department's
FRIED, GRILLED, SCAMPI, OR BLACKENED
inability to resolve issues
9.99
with the community.
INCLUDES COLESLAW, CORNPUPPIES,
Brown was shot three
CHOICE OF FRIES OR RICE
days after county prosecu
tors declined to press
400 - 49th St South
charges against a Los An
St. Petersburg, FL
geles officer videotaped
327-8309
pummeling a black suspect
.328-8309
with a metal flashlight after
Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
a car and foot chase.
MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
Sunday ... Gone Fishin'
Tension had already risen
MARKET OHTAIIRANT
when a jury last month
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awarded $2.4 million to
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two Inglewood police offi
cers who sued after one
was fired and the other sus
pended in connection with
the videotaped beating of a
black teenager during an
arrest in that city.
“Some of us have come
to the conclusion that it's
not about whether the right
procedure was used or fol
lowing policy," Waters
said. “It's about a mind-set
inside the Police Depart
ment that causes officers to
shoot first and ask ques
tions later."
The revised shooting
policy bans firing at a vehi
cle unless something other
than the vehicle is a threat.'
The mayor said it is impor
tant because it will give
guidance to police and help
to change their mind-set.
“An incident like the
shooting of Devin Brown
causes a lot of anguish. ...
It's a tragedy," Hahn said.
“But it doesn't negate all
the other good things that
have been happening. The
department really has been
working to try to improve
community relations."
The “over-the-top" crit
icism of the Police De
partment by some black
leaders has mischaracterized the police force and
current racial relations in
the city, Hicks said.
A similar view was
offered by Fernando J.
Guerra, director of the
Center for the Study of Los
Angeles at Loyola Marymount University.
“Every single day in
Los Angeles there are hun
dreds of thousands of inter
ethnic contacts and the vast
majority is either positive,
constructive or neutral,"
Guerra said. “Only a very
small part of it, maybe 1 or
2 percent, is conflictual and
gets out of hand. We allow
that 1 or 2 percent to define
us instead of the other."
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Accolades For Ladysmith Black Mambazo By S.A.
by Ruchira Hoon
(IPS/GIN) - South
African music group Lady
smith Black Mambazo won
their second Grammy
award in a career than
spans over 40 years.
The group won in the
Best Traditional World
Music category for their
album titled “Raise Your
Spirit Higher” at the recent
47th annual Grammy
Awards in Los Angeles.

Ladysmith Black Mambazo
photo credit: Bugs Steffen
Their earlier victory was in “Shaka Zulu.” They have
1987 for their album been nominated for a

Grammy award six addi
tional times.
South African Presi
dent Thabo Mbeki praised
the group for the award
saying, "The people and
government of South
Africa salute this remark
able group of musicians on
their achievement and look
forward to being enter
tained by them for more
years to come."
The award is the latest

milestone for the group that
has sold over six million
albums, making them the
number one record seller in
Africa. The group has also
performed at two Nobel
Peace Prize ceremonies
and shared the stage with
some of the well-known
international
musicians
such as Eric Clapton, Rod
Stewart, Joe Cocker, Phil
Collins and Sir Paul
McCartney.

U.S. Hires Private Company To Train Liberian Army
MONROVIA (IRIN) The United States has hired
DynCorp International, a
privately-owned security
company to train a new
4,000-man Liberian army, a
US government official in
Liberia said last Tuesday.
Andy Michels, a US
State Department official
who heads the Security
Reform Team in Monrovia,
told IRIN that Washington
had earmarked US$35 mil
lion to recruit and train a
new army in Liberia and
DynCorp was ready to start
the project within the next
few weeks.
DynCorp, based in
Reston, Va. is a company
which specializes in securi
ty and aircraft maintenance
services. Over the past
three years it has been hired
by the U.S. government to
train new police forces in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan

and Liberia. DynCorp
planes and pilots fly the
defoliation missions over
the
coca
crops
in
Colombia. It has just been
acquired by the US venture
capital
group
Veritas
Capital.
Michels declined to say
whether former combatants
in Liberia's 1989-2003 civil
war would be eligible for
recruitment to the new
army.
Last year, the United
Nations
peacekeeping
force in Liberia disarmed
and demobilized 103,000
people who claimed to
have fought for former
president Charles Taylor or
the two rebel groups which
opposed him; Liberians
United for Reconciliation
and Democracy (LURD)
and Movement for Democ
racy in Liberia (MODEL).
The' U.S. official sim

in
Liberia
ply said that DynCorp Mission
(UNMIL)
ended
up
last
would "create a new stateof-the art army, trained to year by retraining a large
international standards and number of former police
composed of soldiers who men who served under
are carefully recruited, vet Taylor's disgraced govern-;
ted and trained to be subor ment; The new Liberian
police force is due to reach
dinate to the rule of law."
I tie use of so-called "guns its full strength of 3,500
for hire" has . raised ques officers in 2006.
Asked who would be
tions in the U.S. Congress.
U.S; Rep. Janice Schakow- eligible to join the new
sky, an Illinois Democrat, army, Michels said: "It
told Wired magazine, starts with the best Li
"DynCorp's
employees berians who are willing to
have a history of behaving come forward and serve
like cowboys... Is the U.S. their country and to ensure
military privatizing its mis carefully that these Li
sions to avoid public con berians did not commit any
rights
viola
troversy or to avoid embar human
rassment - to hide body tions... (that they are) peo
bags from the media and ple of integrity and civil
shield the military from virtues."
The United States,
public opinion?" she asked.’
which
has maintained close
After first promising to
recruit and train a new links Liberia since the West
Liberian police force from African country was found
scratch, the United Nations ed by freed American

slaves in the early 19th cen
tury, has pledged a total of
$200 million for reforming
the security sector.
Jacques Klein, the UN
Secretary General's Special
Representative in Liberia,
suggested shortly after tak
ing up his post two years
ago that Liberia should
abolish its army altogether,
saying "armies sit around
playing cards and plotting
coups."
Klein, a former U.S. air
force general, suggested at
the time that Liberia could
make do with a decent
police force and a welltrained border security
force of 600 to 700 men.
Besides financing the train
ing of a new Liberian army
the U.S. plans to refurbish
the Defense Ministry and
retrain its staff.*

Ethiopa: Fighting Female
Circumcision At Local Level
(IRIN) - In spite of the
government criminalizing
female circumcision in
2004, Ethiopia still has a
90 percent rate of female
genital mutilation.
Several Non-Govern
mental Organizations such
as the Inter-African Com
mittee, are now fighting on
eradicating female genital
mutilation (FGM) through
routine community aware
ness training programmes
on reproductive health.
Where FGM is prac
ticed, the most common
type is clitoridectomy,
which involves the cutting
of the clitoral hood, with or
without the removal of part
or the entire clitoris.
Teshome Segni, execu
tive director of the Inte

grated Community Educa
tion and Development As
sociation, said the NGOs,
often working with the UN
Children's Fund (UNI
CEF), were trying to com
bat FGM at local level
thereby improving repro
ductive health within the
communities.
Segni said that they
had recruited young girls
from the local community
to spread the message
about human rights as well
as reproductive rights
amongst their society.
"This community had no
information on reproduc
tive health before we start
ed this program," he said.
Segni said some of the
biggest challenges in their
anti-FGM campaign were
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deep-rooted cultures and
traditions. The women, she
said, faced being ostra
cized from their communi
ties if they did not under
circumcision and were per
ceived as immature and

infertile.
"The mother usually
decides whether the girl
will be circumcised, but the
pressure comes from male
elders, as well as fathers
and prospective husbands,
Segni told IRIN. "The idea
of marriage often forces
them to practice circumci
sion.
[However],
the
women often don't have
much information, so the
harmful practices contin
ue."
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“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

Serenity South

Elder L.
Lavelle
Thomas,
Sr.
Founder/
Executive
Director
Available
24 Hours

3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680

Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time ofDistress"

Pastor
Daniel B.
SavageHI
Executive
Vice
President
Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400

FREE CASKETS

k

friends.

Smith

Funeral

Home, St. Petersburg.

Snead

J- CALVARY

CATHOLIC
1 CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

EXERCISE
DAILY WALK
WITH THE
LORD!

and

$890
Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available
11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

7Z7-57Z-4355

Shontique; his devoted ex-

"It's all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

South

for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

great nephews, cousins and

1-866-309-8297

I Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You! I
J
We are offering

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Tommie

nieces,

brothers,

five

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

727-894-2266/ FAX 821-8728

(Altonio)

Devetha

Now Open in St. Pete

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

Jean

daughter,

Shaquonne

great

nieces,

Walker,

Veronica Flowers, Sandra

BENNETT, ROOSE
VELT, 80, died February

several

— — — — « a. — — — — a* _ — — — — — — J

,

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc,

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
’7 will bless the Lord

spirit made this celebration

at all times, His praise
shall continually be in my
mouth.”

one we’ll hold fast to. We
thank God for His messen

What^a time, what a

gers used mightily in His
service.

time, what a time! That ex
plains worship last Sunday
at Zion as we culminated

our 80th Anniversary cele
bration. We truly had
church, which included

great praise and worship all
day long.
Starting at 7:30 a.m.,

the

Rev.

Brian

Brown

preached the Word with

The Mt. Zion A.M.E.

Church family, under the
leadership of Pastor Clar

ence A. Williams, wel
comes your presence this

Sunday for worship ser

The Inspirational Choir
and the Youth Choir will
render songs throughout

the day. Come prepared to

give glory- to God saints.
Other ministries in
clude:

• Monday - Bible Stu

dy, 6 p.m.
• Wednesday - Early

vices. We are always happy

morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11

to receive guests and visi

a.m.; Hour of Prayer, 6

tors at any of our services.

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7

The teachings of the Word,
songs of praise and wor

p.m. If you’re in need of a

mid-week lift, join us for

power from on high. The

ship and the inspiring mes

two power-packed hours.

Hply Ghost filled the sanc

sages will help you along

Your heart will be encour

tuary, and the message,

this spiritual journey as

aged and your spirit re
vived and renewed!

"Pressing, Overcome Re
sistance" reassured believ

ers that pressing has a pur

your faith and understand
ing increase.

Upcoming events:

pose, a price and a prize.

Join us as we endeavor
to learn more of God’s

• March 2 - Love
Feast, 7 p.m.

We received our second

Word and strive to be more

Looking for a church

dose of the anointing at 11

Christ-like. Our early mor

a.m. as the Rev. Clarence

ning services begin at 7:30

home? We extend an invi
tation to you to join us! We

Williams broke the bread

a.m., followed by Church

as a church share the love

of life, taking us to another
level in the Word.

School at 9:30 a.m. Come

grow and glow' as we share

of God. We’d love to have
you!

His subject, "Walking

the Word of God with one

Time" affirmed we must

another.

Thought for the week:
“Don’t forget to count

continue to work in the

At 11 a.m. we’ll partic

vineyard, that we stop

ipate in our contemporary

your blessings daily."
Be blessed, and have a

being carried and be will

worship. Join us for a hal

Jesus-filled week!

ing to do what GOD says..

lelujah good time as we lift

God’s presence, power and

high the name of Jesus.

» .Historic Bethel A.M.E.

third Ave. Ni, under the
r
pastorage of the Rev.
Jimmie B. Keel invites the
local church community to
join us in our worship ser
vices each Sunday morning
beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Keel delivers soul

stirring messages from the
passages of the Word of
God.;
’On Sunday, Feb. 20
10:30 a.m., the members of
Bethel celebrated "Stew
ardess Day." The selected
theme was "Christian Wo
men doing Extraordinary
Work for the Lord." In rec
ognition of the day, Pastor
Keel delivered yet another
soul-stirring message enti
tled "Wake Up - It’s Time
to Make a Change" extract
ed from Proverbs 6:4-10,
focusing on verse 9, "How
/long will thou sleep?"
Pastor Keel gave the con
gregation four major points
■ to ponder.' First, we need to
'understand that before we
’can do anything, we must
first wake up. Wake up to
' responsibilities and our du
ties; wake up to understand
' that change is not bad, and
■if change is to happen, it
; should start with ourselves;
•wake up to sharing; wake
‘up to giving and praying;
; and wake up to worship.
Second, after we wake
up, we must get up and be
.about our Father’s busi
ness. Third, we must clean
up. Clean up our talk and
5 our walk. Clean up the way
’.we treat .our brothers and

j sisters. Finally, we must
I move up a little bit higher.
;
The morning service
I was coordinated by chair
; and co-chair Ann Warren
land Marian Church, both

stewardesses. The service
also included a tribute- to
Black History from mem
bers of the Youth Church;
African American poets
and writers Paul Lawrence.
Dunbar and Langston
Hughes were recognized
by
Shawna Williams
(mother to son) and Linnell
Baker (‘In de morningLias’). Brenda Postell and
LaDarrian Postell were
also participants in this
tribute.
Our Young People’s
Department (YPD), under
the supervision of the
Women’s Missionary So
ciety, is in the process of
preparing for Black Hei#
tage weekend. This activity
occurs each year and wifi
be held the weekend of
Feb. 25-27 in Lakeland,
Fla.

Bethel A.M.E. invites
you to come and share in
the other church ministries
and organizational activi

Soul Food Sunday At New
Philadelphia---------------------The traditional culmi

the mid-morning worship

Christian accolades to

nating activity at New
Philadelphia for Black

service. There is no charge

members and friends of the

for the FCAT, ACT/SAT

or donation for this festive

church family who partici

ministry? You can now get

prep, earn your high school

History Month is “Soul

Diploma, earn your GED

Food” Sunday. Members of

gathering. Dress for the
occasion wifi be “old

pated in the 40-day study

a message from Pastor

Louis M.

Sr.

and earn an opportunity to

the church family will pre

clothes” from the past.

...We're on the air!!! Tune

be selected to win a free

pare and serve culinary

Wisdom School will

Purpose-Driven Life.” The
mid-week Bible Study on

into AM Station WRXB

computer. The Young Ad

delights of “yesteryear.”

begin promptly at 10 a.m.

Wednesday will now re

every Saturday morning

ults Technology Literacy

and mid-morning worship

view and recall each chap

from 7:30-8 a.m.
We are happy

at 11. Foods to be served

ter of book throughout

to

Program, age 16-24 meets
Monday-Thursday. Get on

Covered dishes of foods
which reflect African

American culture will be

should’ be at the church by

Lenten season. Persons can

announce that our Reading

line and instructor-led GED

provided by church family

noon on Sunday. Persons

still become involved in

Enhancement and Math

training. For further infor

and friends.

interested in preparing spe

this “Bible and Book”

Improvement program is in

mation,

contact

This celebration will

study session.

the second session. It has

George B. Smith, (727)

follow the conclusion of

cialty dishes may contact
Louise Flemming.

been a success but we still

894-4311, ext. 302.

need volunteers to help

Connections

Did you know that Mt.

grades, on-line practice

Zion has begun a radio

Murphy,

please

to

reers!!! After school pro

life of a child. The program
runs for one 90 minutes,

gram, Job Internships, Job
Shadowing, Job Readiness,

starting at 6 p.m., Tuesdays

Cash Incentives,

FCAT

and Thursdays. For more
information, please call

Assistance, ages

(727) 823-4085, ext. 808.

4311, ext. 304,
C.A.R.E. Help us re

Mt. Zion Human Ser
vices, Inc. provides after

school training and tutoring

16-18.

Can Dea. Ellis, (727) 894-

cover fives. Calling all re
covering addicts, drug

services for, youth ages 1418 through the Youth
Opportunity C ter. The

treatment counselors and
professionals. For more

program offers u opportu
nity to improve your

Keith Murphy, (727) 3213440.

ties throughout the week.

These ministries are as fol
lows:

• Sunday morning Church School, 9 a.m
• Sunday morning Morning worship service,
10:30 a.m.
• Monday and Wednes
day - Junior Church min
istry, 5:30-7 p.m.
• Tuesday evening Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.
• Wednesday - Adult
and Youth Music M
inistry, 6 p.m.
If you are without a
church home, the pastor,
officers and members in
vite you to come and join
us as we worship in the
name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus.Christ.
Please contact our
church office Monday
through Friday at (727)
822-2089 for any addition
al information.
"Spirit of the living
God, fall fresh on me."

information, contact Min.

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church extends an
invitation to join us ip the
celebration, cultivation and

Month, and their presenta
tions have been exception
al;
Our Youth Ministry en
courages
the youth of the
communication of His
Word'.'Tljddoors of God’s community to join them
House in the city are Open teach Wednesday at 7 p.m.
for both 8 and 11 a.m. ser for Teen Summit.. The age
vices on Sunday, Sunday for this youth-oriented
School at 9 30 a.m. and ministry is five to 18 years.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Bethel Metropolitan is
Study on Wednesday at 7 committed to a balanced

ing able to separate that

March 13 - Usher

ary Baptist Church, under

which is Godly from that

Board #2 of St. Mark wifi

the leadership of its pastor,

which is ungodly. Every

be hosting a Praise Hour at

the Rev. Brian K. Brown,
its official staff and all of

knock on our door is not

4 p.m. The theme for the
occasion is: "A Day in Thy

its members, extends to the
entire community greeting

ability and knowledge to
know the difference comes

in the name of our Lord

from the fight, which is

and Savior Jesus Christ. St.
Mark is grounded in a

Jesus Christ. The third trait

meant for our good. The

Training

use the talents and abilities

Our youth have been

kaleidoscope of ministries

see, surrender and always

we have to the glory of

presenting Heritage Mo

for all ages, interest and

watching and expecting

God. We have to have a

ments during the 11 a.m.
services for Black History

spiritual need.

God to be on the scene.
Service entails a willing

mindset of renewal, When

Fr.

spirit to serve others, being
a part of God’s program
without regard for being
recognized or given credit.

John

“Tor the (3 (ory of Cjod fldone”.

• Friday Night, March 11th at 7:00
p.m. services will begin.

• Saturday, March 12th, we'll start
with a light breakfast, and the

conference begins at 8:30 a.m.
Lunch will be served, and child

care will be available.
Keynote Speaker
jannie Wilcoxson of Dayton, Ohio

For additional info, you may contact Helen Callier
at (727) 823-5250 or (727) 327-9711.

God can trust us.
Upcoming Events for

School Teachers’ meeting

March:
March 6 - Start of

nior Hour of Power Bible
Study (Thursdays at 9:30

(Tuesdays at 7 p.m.); Se

a.m.) and Prayer Meeting

plosion kickoff event held

and Bible Study (Thurs

all that God has done in our

at New Hope M.B. Church

days at 7 p.m.).

lives: There is a willing

with St. Mark M.B.C. in

spirit, to see or discern, be

Charge of the service.

international

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church-------------------------------------

community

gather to worship Christ

Catching the vision

“Anglican Safari Mis

sionary Baptist Church

gins at 10:30 a.m. Song
service will be rendered by

sion” will hold its first wor

family extends a cordial in

the Youth Choir. Our minis

vitation to everyone to

ter of music is Minister

come and worship with us.

Tony Young; accompanied

Sunday School begins

by the dynamic father and

The New Hope Mis-

in truth. .

ship service at St. Bar

Our Theme This Year Is

days at 6 p.m.); Sunday

week-long Evangelism Ex

our King, both in spirit and

Retreat, Friday, March 11th and Saturday, March 12th, 2005

include Children and Youth
Ministry meetings (Mon

will lead the worship at the

Church. This is a place
where the national and

Join us as we celebrate our 23rd Annual Women and Teens

Union, 5 p.m,
Other weekly services

Serving with a glad heart

Bartholomew’s Episcopal

of Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 - 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL

10:45 a.m.
Baptist

for the glory of God.
Serving in recognition of

an outreach ministry of St.

“1

we take on these traits, then
the answer comes back yes;

dren Youth Ministry, Easter
Presentation.
As part of our ongoing
ministry, we invite the pub
lic to join us in worship and
fellowship during our
weekly worship services,
which include:
Early morning worship
(first Sunday only), 7 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:30
a.m.
Morning
Worship,

Kivuva Mwiya from Kenya

“Anglican Safari Mission,”

The Rev. Fr. John
Kivuva Mwiya

Lord’s House" (scripture.
reference: Psalm 84:10).
March 21-25 - State
Convention.
March 25 - Good
Friday.
March
27
Resurrection Sunday, Eas
ter Sunrise Service, Chil

are willingness to serve, to

St. Bartholomew’s
Episcopal Church -

Courts: Doorkeepers in the

is a willingness to surren
Christ-centered doctrine der and admit the need for
and is firmly committed to Jesus to come in and
being a haven of hope, help straighten up our lives, to
and healing for a world give him free reign and to
hungering for the enlight submit to His will. Trust
worthy trait number four is
ened Word of God.
Sermon
review
for
watching or expecting our
Feb. 13:
Savior to show up every
Continuation of the day in our lives homes,
series : Can God Trust,You? jobs, in every aspect of our
Scripture reference Luke lives. The Savior comes to
12:35-44. Christ spent make them sit down, to
teaching and training His give rest to a weary mind, a
disciples, He relates the weary heart, and weary
story of the watchful ser feet. The Savior comes to
vant' Are we trustworthy wash away the sin and
stewards that God can shame of our lives that
entrust more to us? Trust causes us to give half
worthy traits for believers hearted service. We have to

ministry which results in a

The Women's Growth Institute

1
1

The St. Mark Mission

and 7:30 p.m. respectively.

The Rev.

of book entitled, “The

St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church----------------------

ca

make a difference in the

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church-------

Bethel A.M.E. Church
Celebrates Stewardess Day
Ch urch, located at 912

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist
Church----------------------

tholomew’s, 3747 - 34th St.
S. on Sunday, March 6 at

at 9 a.m. We have a new
curriculum which better

12:30 p.m.
For more information,

• Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study - Tuesday - 6:30

p.m.
•

Prayer

Band

Thursday — 11 a.m.
Upcoming events:

and

• BLACK HISTORY

Michael McKenny. Marcus

MONTH CELEBRATION

son

duo,

Vemard

HEALTH

FAIR,

learning

Childs is the percussionist.

AND

please call (727) 211 1111

about God’s Word. Parents

The Youth choir is directed

Saturday, Feb. 26 at 10 a.m.

or email at anglicansa-

- bring your children and

by Bobbie Tampa and India

fari@yahoo.com.

yourselves.
Morning worship be-

Davis. The Bread of Life

Come and enjoy!
• New Hope will wor

will be served by our

ship with Grand Central

esteemed pastor, the Rev.

Baptist Church, Rev. Ron

Carlos L. Senior.

ald Wade, pastor, Sunday,

enhances

our

The Holy Ghost Church of God
Purchased with His Blood
Var

Every
Dinner Sa
Saturday
'MS
9 a.m. until
JL—Lj?:

Please stop by...
We have clothes,
a washer & dryer,
and furniture
2901 Fifth Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg

Weekly events:

Feb. 27 at 3:30 p.m.

GOD ANSWERS

Thank Youl
• For more info, please contact
! Sister Robertson at 421-3164
or Elder Roger at
!
1-423-314-1920

I—------------------ —----------------—------ J
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One Of The Greatest Voices In Gospel Returns
needed

happening with EMI."

There are 700 miles

Pace's incomparable voice

children - and Atlanta

is joined by that of her

where she now makes her

youngest

home. But the ground she's

year-old Aarion. The two

covered can't be measured

come

in miles. Pace had her be

"Through Her Eyes," a
powerful exploration of

nal siblings gained in popu

larity first in Atlanta and
then internationally, gain

a new album, "It's My

remains at #1 for two con

together

11-

for

single parenting. Because
Xenia had recorded with
Pace on her previous al
bum, sharing the studio
with Aarion was emotional

to say the least. "During the

ing the greatest recognition
with l992's "U-Know."
LaShun Pace launched

daughter.
In spite of her strug

her solo career in 1991 with
He Lives, a debut that was
among the top ten gospel

gles, the singer and song
writer's faith has carried her

acclaimed albums - "She-

Chicago pastor said La

daughter,

recording I felt her pres
ence," says Pace of her late

albums of the year. Over
the next decade, Pace went
on to record four more

10 weeks and the single

poured out of her.

Pace was bom - one of 10

the renowned Anointed
Pace Sisters. The phenome

of gospel has returned with

songs

On this latest project,

ties in a singing group
formed with her siblings,

Years ago, a renowned

the

between Atlanta, where

ginnings in the mid-seven

LaShun Pace

and

through and she stands
strong once again. Recently
married to a musician and

producer and now a mother
of five, Pace looks forward

kinah Glory," "Wealthy
Place," "Just Because God

to touring in the late spring

Said It," and "God is
Faithful" - earning numer

plans to climb - she's got a
Grammy Award in her

ous industry awards includ

sights. "It's My Time" is so

ing two of gospel's coveted

much more than an album

Stellar Awards.
While Pace soared pro

title. For LaShun Pace it's a

fessionally, her existence

"Right now I'm really

was hardly charmed. Over

happy and to be able to say

the past ten years she has
endured serious health

that...only He could have

and to all the mountains she

heartfelt

declaration.

done that. He lets you know

Shun Pace was the woman

Time," on a new label, EMI

secutive weeks. The single

problems, the breakup of

who you are through Him,"

who could carry the torch

Gospel. Pace's latest collec

is number 27 on Billboard's

her marriage and, most

says Pace. "When I'm per

left by the mother of gospel

tion is her most heartfelt

Top Singles chart and num

devastating of all, the death

forming now, my purpose

music, Mahalia Jackson.
Through five chart-topping
albums, Pace lived up to
expectations. For the past
four years, though, her glo
rious voice has been si
lenced by grief and illness.
Thankfully, that time has
passed and the new mother

and personal, her most tri

ber 13 on the R&R Gospel
Radio chart and climbing.
"This is a turning point
in my spirit and in my
music," %says Pace of her
latest effort. "It's my time.
It’s my season. It's my turn.
I'm ready to go and I'm

of her oldest daughter,

is to be able to touch some

Xenia. "It's My Time" is an
album composed of tears
and prayer. Pace wrote all
but one of the ten tracks
after a friend asked if she'd
ever put lyrics to all she'd
been through. The sugges

body's spirit and let them
know: 'You may have seen
some’ dark days, but God is
with you.'"

very excited about what's

tion was just the spark she

umphant.
Scheduled for release
on March 1, "It's My Time"
is already making waves.
The album's first single,
"For My Good," was num
ber one on the Christian
singles chart for a total of

The Kingly Law According to the Scriptures
“For the Word of God is alive and exerts power, and is sharper than any two-edged sword, and pierces even to

Leaders: Black Churches
Must Return To Social,
Political Roles------------by Louise Chu
Associated Press Writer
ATLANTA (AP) Black churches must refo
cus their priorities back to
social and political action
as they once did in the days
of the civil rights move
ment, many pastors said at
a recent national black cler
gy conference.
In the decades since
leaders such as the Rev.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
pushed black churches to
the activist forefront, some
churdhes have turned in
ward and forgotten their
mission to save bodies, not
just souls, theology profes
sor James H. Cone told
about 800 clergy in the
conference's opening ses

sion Feb. 15.
“Between saving souls
and saving bodies, it's
equally rooted in black
church history and culture,"
said Cone, of New York's
Union Theological Semi
nary and the session's

tions enough to look out
side themselves. Their feel
good message is inspiring,
he added, but ignores the
tougher questions of faith.
Other black churches have
followed that lead, Cone
said.
“What

troubles

me

about our black churches is
their silence about white
supremacy, homophobia,
domestic violence, HIV
and AIDS," he said. “Jesus
did not just talk about
redeeming people to heav
en. He liberated them from
sickness and hunger on

earth."
The Rev. Samuel B.
McKinney, pastor emeritus
of Mount Zion Baptist
Church in Seattle, said he

shared that concern about
the. call to activism versus
Jr. inspired churches to what he called the “pros
become involved in the ci perity gospel."
“They have neglected
vil rights movement be
cause he persuaded people the commitment to social
that the church cannot be justice," he said. “They

keynote speaker.
“Martin Luther King,

true to itself unless it be
came engaged in the fight
against white, supremacy,"

he said.
As black Christian
leaders gathered at the an
nual Samuel DeWitt Proc
tor Conference in Atlanta
to discuss the church's role
in the community, some
criticized the booming pop
ularity of televangelists and
so-called megachurches,
which they say have led the

the heart.”

move away from the black
church's activist roofs.
Cone said these charis

— Hebrew 4:12

matic preachers, who draw

the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints and their marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of

tens of thousands to their
Sunday services and mil
lions more on television,
“have become as effective
in communicating their
message as Hollywood •
entertainers" and haven't
challenged their congrega

no one else is speaking," he

said.
“My hope with coming
here is to see how we can
recapture what is our role

in our world."
The Rev. Jacqueline
Lynch, a seminary student
with St. Matthews Commu
nity A.M.E. Church in

Hollis, N.Y., came to the
conference to hear about
ways churches can address
important social issues.
“We ought to study the
word of God, we ought to
focus on spiritual things,

but we also need focus on,
why isn’t there complete
health care for everyone,

why is it that the school
system is so divided?"

Lynch said.
Bishop Acen Phillips,
president of the Denverbased American Church
United, a non-denominational coalition of black
churches, agreed that black
churches must utilize their

political influence in the
community, but' defended
the need to focus on eco
nomic empowerment as

well,
“We have political and
social access, but we don't

have access, to the econom
have neglected it for the ic," Phillips said. “You can
glitter and glamour of the not have the resources to
success model, instead of provide for the social ser
being a servant of the peo vices to have in the com
munity
unless
black
ple."
churches
can
become
McKinney,! whose own
church has 3,000 members, stronger fiscally."
Cone noted that the
said he has nothing against
large churches, but worries large gathering of con
when they focus too much cerned clergy Tuesday was
on economic empower a promising sign of change.
“We have enough peo
ment when issues such as
racism, sexism, education ple here to make a real rev
inequality and unemploy
ment need to be addressed.
“They're still with us, and

they have not gone away'
Unless the church speaks,

olution in the black
church," he said. “If we
could do that, we could
really make a change in
society and the world."

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Genesis Worship Center Church
1818

29th Avenue No.,

<727) 898-5571

•

Fax:

St.

Petersburg

<727) 898-5581 •

g

wcc @ email.com

• 10:00am
•11:30am
•7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

A

33713

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...
A Church That A/Lakes A Difference!

/

GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School ...........;.......... 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service ................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .... .7:00-8:00 p.m.

I-------- ------------------- 1

j Your Church Ad |
J Could Be Here. B
I Call The Weekly I

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

" Challenger today for "
|
rates.
|
.
(727) 896-2922

I________________ I

Saipt John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School - 9:45 am
Mid-Morning - 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church
Rev. Jimmie B. Keel,

pastor

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Church School . ..
New Member Class
Morning Worship ..
Prayer / Bible Study
Youth Bible Study . .

........9:00 A.M
....... 9:00 A.M
........... 10:30 A.M

.Tuesday 7:00 PM
Thursday 6:00 PM

RELIGIOUS NF.WS continues
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

WHEN YOU’RE
DOWN TO

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am

Sunday School

GOD IS UP TO

7:00 pm

Bible Study

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor
(ftntrarutiutg

The Reverend Don A.

(CIjurcij

Gaskin, Pastor

3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
. .

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed)

t
d
SiS
’s&sr*• Qas“" '.................................................................... ..... .......................................
Children & Youth Ministrv'.'.'.’

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St Pete, FL 33712
(813)327-0593

James Robinson

” *........................................................................

............................................................................. ...................................................... J°yce Rob,nson

Clerk Ministry .

Wyvonma McGee

....................................... .....

„

A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

feptecostal Tcipplc Church of God ip Christ

.2230 - 22nd Street s., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
l/z/)
(727 550-0388
Elder William E. Ander on, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Community Bible Study Tuesday
7:30p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
7:30 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer
Saturday
5:45a.m.
oy4-t>7b4

Early Morning Worship ................ .7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ........................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ......•.......... ...... 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ..................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study .........................11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
'Prayer Service .........................6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service ........ .............7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday ...........6:30 p.m.

SOMETHING!

7:30 pm

“God’s House In The City”

-

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

NOTHING,

11:00 am

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

•

church working togetherfor the upbuilding of (fod’s kingdom”

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson in

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the markfor the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-0784
Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

M

Elder: Tony Smith

UZ

^00" 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

B

C

ILJ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

Missionary Baptist

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School......................................„.„.9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........,.........----------------- 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer.__ ................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study .......;.........7:30 p.m.

3300 -31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

77?e church where what God’s Word teaches

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer arid Bible Study

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services

The Church -Where' Everyone is Welcome

Church School . . ............... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ........ .5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
'
Thursday ......... 9:30 a.m-. & 7 p.m.

Ordained (Missionary
Johnnie Mae (Howard
Caff: 727 895-5239

Church Ot God In Christ

M ‘Woman After
(jod’s
Own (Heart...

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service:

Rev. Brian K. Brown

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

weekjrom church makes one. weak: ”

Callfor (Prayers &
‘Testimonies

Qte&tefr Kina jbcu/dA

20th Street
Church Of
Christ
820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

„
Ji

Spiritually Connected

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

Queen Street

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doingjustice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

(727) 906-8300

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

• 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Qkgfuck

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship............................................7:00 a.m.
Sunday School..................................................>....... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship............................................................... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................................................4:30 p.m:
Communion................................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays7:30 p.m.
Rev. G.

Curry

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bitie Class ....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday....................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ..........5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class........... 7:00 p.m.

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Sunday

"A New Beginning In Christ"
Ail Worship Services are held at:
NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14542 • StiPetersbwg. FL 33733-4542

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Monday

(727)896-5228

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Phone: 727.895.7700
-

Scheduled Services

Sunday

Church Education Assembly (Church School) — 8.45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship - “8:45 a.m.
Worship Service '8:15 a.m.

Communion — Every First Sunday Bible Study — I uesday at 6.30 p.m.

Wednesday

Sunday Services:
Church School.............................9am
Praise & Worship Service....10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service................ ..6:30pm

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor
Rev. Inella Paris
Assistant Pastor

tfte- 4aUd

atrutd - oil atden.

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

ia ate&ty. Mud....

Bible Study.................................7pm
Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

IRST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.

Partners in Ministry

Thursday

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry
Monday. Wednesday. Saturday

Aam Priivrf*r

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Join us asu/e lift up the name ofJesus

3144 THIRD AVENUE: SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE: 323-7S1

Your Church Ad Could Be

8

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 A.M.

Iorning Worship

~ 11:00

COME WORSHIP

With

THE FIRST BAPTIST FAMILY

a.m.

GOD ANSWERS ALL
KNEE MAIL!

Here Working for You!

Email Your Ad to:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
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CongratulateaMese ‘Ebony
Scholars On The Move!’
such as the Student
Government Association,
the Multicultural Club,
Gems and Youth Mission.
She resides with Mr. and
Mrs. Gregory Hinton.

♦♦*

at Lakewood High School.
After graduation, she plans
to attend Florida State
University to major in psy
chology or pre-medicine.
Saylor is a member of the
National Honor Society.
She resides with Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Saylor.
***

Justin Clarke

Justin Clarke is a sen
ior at Gibbs High School in
the B.E.T.A. Magnet pro
gram. After graduation, he
plans to attend Florida
A&M University to major
in biology. Clarke is
involved in several pro
grams, including Jack and
Jill, the National Achievers
Society, Future Business
Leaders
of
America
(FBLA) and Pathfinders.
He resides with Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Clarke.
***

Michelle Newton

Michelle Newton is a
senior at Gibbs High
School. After graduation,
she plans to attend the
University
of
South
Florida to major in pre
medicine. Newton is a
member of the National
Honor'Roll, the National
Honor Society, FBLA, the
Leo Club, the College
Reach
Out
Program
(CROP), Students Against
Drunk Driving (SADD)
and' the Academic Team.
She resides with her moth
er, Mrs. Suzette Newton.
***

Deserae Anderson

Deserae Anderson is
a senior at Lakewood High
School. After graduation,
she plans to attend either
the University of South
Florida or Florida State
University to major in
criminal justice/forensic
science. Anderson" is a
member of the basketball
and flag football team. She
resides with Mr. and Mrs.
Bobby Anderson.

Kiayis Hinton

, Kiayis Hinton is a
senior at Lakewood High
School. After graduation,
she plans to attend either
Clark Atlanta University,
the University of Central
Florida, Florida State
University or Florida
Atlanta University to
major in sports medicine
or education. She is a
member of organizations

Joia Saylor

Joia Saylor is a senior

Gomez, Papa & Gipe, LLC
A Firm Handling All Accident, Injury & Death Claims,

Premises Liability, Slip & Falls & Medical Malpractice

727-461-HELP
Speak to an Attorney 24/7
For a Free Case Evaluation!
ATTORNEY IAN GOMEZ

Sosts
Idnl^sslYUulW-INi
WSt£

WtiD

available
answen

INJURY LAW

*•

Walk-Ins Welcome

Handling - All Accidents, Injury & Death Claims.

©461-HELP®
I The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely

-

upon advertisements. Before you dedde, ask us to send you free written
information about our qualifications and experience. Fees computed before costs.

Small Non-Profit ■ Doing Big Things!

k mRYOME'S YOUTH ..

*°uuiunl

State Rep./Rev. Frank Peterman, Jr. (r) and Eric
Green, founder and CEO of Everyone’s Youth
United, ‘thumbs up’ as they start a new session
with their new candidates
PINELLAS COUNTY
- Everyone’s Youth United
Inc. (E.Y.U.), a local non
profit 501-C-3 community
based organization with a
focus on serving youth, is
doing big and great things
in our community. From
Annual Talent Searches to
a Christmas Party for
needy families and other
initiatives that are touching
hundreds of our cities resi
dents and as many of our
children in a positive way.
E.Y.U. had over 500 chil
dren and another 200 adults
at its Annual Sobriety
Holiday Weekend/Christmas Party for Needy Fam
ilies and as always had
enough food and toys for
everyone to go along with
the entertainment and fun,
giving those who attended
a holiday they would never
forget. Besides many per
formers from the past talentsearches, the highlight of
the entertainment was the
Everyone’s Youth United
Marching Bobcats, a group
of young teens that have
put together a tremendous
marching band including
dancers that have taken St.
Petersburg by storm ever
since. Besides marching in
the Martin Luther King
Parade, they are being
requested to perform at a
variety community func
tions and other sponsored
venues.
"This group of
youth are about ready for
any competition both here
in the city and out of town"
proudly says Eric Green,
founder and CEO of E.Y.U.
They have a group of
approximately 35 to 40
youth at the facility daily
for various functions and
have also started its "Po
litical Youth Academy/The
Study of Governance,"
which Green and State
Rep. Frank Peterman Jr.
started three years ago as
, | they take 25-30 candidates
through the levels of gov
ernment including the
State, City Council, The
Mayor, County Commis
sioner, and the Finale , trip
to Tallahassee. This three
day event allows the youth
to watch and see how gov
ernment works, meet those
people making the laws,
visit the Colleges, and learn
and visit various education

A.

al entities in the Capitol.
This much awaited trip to
Tallahassee that must be
earned by the candidates
from behavior, 'participa
tion, and grades in school is
free and all expenses are
paid for by Verizon. The
N.E. Exchange Club main
tains and provides our
transportation vehicles, and
others play a part in our
success '
including
Construction Specialties
Inc.,
Blumenthal
&
Associates, (John) Mcqueen Funeral Homes, The
Sembler Co. and of course
State Representative/Rev.
Frank Peterman Jr. and his
staff at the State Office.
Everyone’s
Youth
United has many irons in
the fire and are talking with
the YMCA and the Boys &
Girls Club on partnering on
some upcoming efforts.
Our plans are for all
our youth regardless of
'race or religious prefer
ence, with the only require
ment being a need for edu
cation and direction.
"Choices seem to be
the biggest asset or dilem
ma for our children and
that’s what they need help
with the most," says Green.
Getting their attention first
and then exposing them to
different options seems to
be the key to getting them
to participate.
The center by the way
is an 11,000 square foot
building in South St.
Petersburg(Childs Park)
and is named "The Peggy
Mitchell Peterman Em
powerment Center/ Ad
vanced Learning Center,"
named after a well known
past youth activist and
Pastor Peggy Mitchell
PetermaU.
The facility
houses many professional
entities in their Full Service
Creative Arts/Marketing
Department that are open
to the public such as, Video
Production, Photography,
Design & Printing, WebDesign, and Computer
Technology and the beauty
of it all is that ultimately
the kids will be taught and
mentored in these areas of
expertise. There are a few
office spaces being utilized
by other service providers
complimenting the variety
of services in this unique

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Everyone’s Youth United’s Marching Bobcats prepare to march at the King
Parade with banner. They are becoming a hot act in the bay area.

The Marching Bobcat Dancers as they prepare for another routine during;
performance.

This year’s Political Youth Academy candidates at City Hall for their session
with the City Council as they prepare for trip to Tallahassee.

building such as WestCare
who specializes in Drug &
Alcohol Prevention and
Intervention and an upcom
ing Computer Lab on the
first floor compliments of
Success Unlimited Women
& Youth Programs. "The
show must go on," is the
saying as Green, his board
members and his staff of
volunteers punch away and
attempt to keep things
afloat and bring in the dol
lars needed to get to the
next level. So many peo
ple especially our children
are depending on their
doors staying open and
their programs and parents
staying alive.
As far as upcoming
events go, E.Y.U. is team
ing up with some Verizon
employees to host an
Annual Bowl - A -Thon
Fundraiser on Saturday
April 2. The Bowl-AThon Fundraiser will be
held at Ten Pin Lane at
1453 Pasadena Ave S., St.
Petersburg at noon. "We
encourage everyone to
attend as the Verizon

employees
help
our
organization raise contri
butions and pledges for
our
programs,"
said
Green. For more informa
tion about the Annual
Bowl-A-Thon, please call
Verizon team
leader
David Narverez at (727)
321-0060.

Keep us in your
prayers, Green asks. "We
can truly use everyone’s
support. For more infor
mation on pledges, contri
butions, and participation,
please call (727) 321-0060,
or better than that please
come by and visit us at the
building at 700 43rd St. S."

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS.
Ignore them and they’ll go away.

MOrmUMBMROM

AFTgRSCHOOLNOW.ORG

A

1-866-KIDS-TODAy

7*
AfUrstkool Altixwe

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 2. 2005

________________

15

CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS

I control my diabetes so I’ll be around
to see the next Jackie Robinson.

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

Controlling diabetes
makes a huge difference.
My granddjuighter means die world
to me. So I'm controlling my

diabetes. Tliat means I keep my

blood sugar close to normal by

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

watching what I eat and walking
every day. I always take my

medicine and test my blood sugar.

With my diabetes under control.
I fee! a lot better and have more

energy’.

Best of all. I'm going to

friends... for life.

Gall 1-800-438-5383 to learn more.
Or visit us at htypyZndep.nih.gov

national
DI a B £ T t S

SOUCATION
r at o c ft a m

L

rorjjr

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
5-13-27

LQ.R L.PA

LOTTO

There Is A Reason To
Read The Weekly
Challenger

Control your _
y~r diabetes.

a

35-48-49

CASH 3

<*ubuc towet o* iws rvettourtot*

BBSBgB

214 503 788

601
960 392 573

<6G\

8-1 3-7
2-6 8-4

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health*Dental«Vision
Disab)lity*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship "

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 433-1349
Bonded & Insured

MEET
YOUR
MATCH
1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

be around for my family... for my

A joint program
of Ute National
testitusesof
Health and the
Centers for
Otsaasa Control
and Prevention

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOASTl
Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

Development
Director for social
service, private non
profit. Exp. develop
ing, implementing, &
managing a successful
grant writing and fund
raising program. De
gree in business, mar
keting or related field.
Resume to Help A
Child, Inc., 4000 Gate
way Centre Blvd., Ste.
200, Pinellas Park, FL
33782, fax (727) 5445577, or email hac
@ HelpAChildInc.org
EOE

A Unique Profession!!

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs

GOD

(FL License Required)
AHHAJCNAs

HAVE A
GREAT
DAY!

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

BLESS
AMERICA!

DIAL 2-1-1
2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour
program that provides information &
referrals on local health/human ser-

I,/milvices, volunteer opportunities, donation
referrals, and crisis intervention/prob-

lem-solving counseling for individuals.
Cell phone users must dial (727) 562-

5-4
6-3

1542■
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Your

NUMBERS

ARIFS (Mar. 21-April 20) Generosity will put you in the poorhouse. If everyone wants to do their own thing, let them. Make
some notes regarding the changes that you should make. This is
a good day to check out your investments.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21j You can make gains if you work in
conjunction with others. You would be best to work late in order
to avoid such disharmony. Don’t count on your friends to be loyal
when it comes to doing things. Younger relatives may seek your

advice.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Friends and relatives can give you
good advice. You can make money, through solid investment

plans You may want to make drastic changes concerning your
personal partner. Pushy people must be kept at arm s length.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) You are best to avoid such unsavory
circumstances, especially if you're in a group situation. Help
those incapable of taking care of their personal affairs. Pleasure
trips or friendly get-togethers will be satisfying and intellectual
ly stimulating. Property investments should payoff.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Children may be on your mind. You need
more time to think this whole situation through. Go directly to
the source if you want to know exactly what s been going on.
Direct your energy wisely this week. Anger will prevail if you
expect help from others.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) You could be emotional if you didn't
take care of problems with loved ones. You re best not to get
involved in joint financial ventures. You will have to be careful
not to fall into traps set by jealous colleagues. Don t fall for dam
aging rumors, and refuse to get involved in gossip.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23). Don't be too quick to spend money.
Accept the inevitable. Tell it like it is. You are best to put your
efforts into redecorating or inviting friends over.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) A new image can be the result if
you change your look. Children may be demanding, and enter
tainment could cost a lot more than you can really afford. Try to
keep your cool; you may be a tad frazzled by all the rushing
around. You'll be angry if those you live with aren t pulling their

weight.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Find ways to mellow out.
Self improvement projects should be your key concern. Be sure
that the person you're drawn to is not already involved. You will
attract potential lovers, but be sure that they're unattached.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) You will be able to borrow
money in order to invest. Some of your new friends may not be
that trustworthy. Those who have been too demanding should be
put in their place or out to pasture. Jealous colleagues may try to

undermine you.

AQUARIUS (7o/i. 21-Feb. 19) Talk to others about your plans.
Travel will be favorable. You need to keep busy doing things that
you both enjoy. Relationships may be hard to handle.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You can receive recognition for the
work you've done. You will have to be sure not to bum the can
dle at both ends. You will be on the rampage this week. Don't fall

into the trap.

2500 M. L. King St. S„ St, Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax:(727) 823-2568

The Runaway Hotline:

800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)

Family Resources
Counseling:
(727)384-8336

or (727) 449-8336

Subscription Cost:

(or)

$15.00 - 6 Months

Name:
,

Address:

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Phone #:

Date Paid:______ '

(or)

Renewal:___

Cash _ Check #__________

Amount Paid: $
Comments:

Weekly Challenger
Give Us

a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did
(727) - 822-8996

CALLTODAY

,

CitvZState/Zip;

New Subscription:___

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

$30 - Yearly

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weekly Challenger

"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

____________
i;
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my recipe for living, my history.

Leah Chase

Chef, Restaurateur, Author, Icon
Dooky Chase Restaurant I New Orleans, La.

Main Ingredient Dedication
Leah Chase’s rise to Queen of Creole Cuisine
didn’t start with a hunger for fame and >
fortuhe^iut instead from a desire to provide
hot lurches to Black men beginning to work ®
in neatly offices. Believing that “you have to

put all your love in that pot,” Chef Chase’s
passion isn’t just about good
food, but also a testament to her
legacy of determination, cultural pride
and community involvement.

Publix
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www.publix.com
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